Bermuda Triangle http://www history.navy.mil/tags/fag8-1.htm

Return to Naval Historical Center home page. %Retum to Frequently Asked Questions page.

ES

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY -- NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER
901 M STREET SE -- WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
WASHINGTON DC 20374-5060

y ASKED
FREQUE NITHONS

The Bermuda Triangle

1. US Coast Guard and US Navy. "Bermuda Triangle Fact Sheet." (below)

2. US Navy. "The Bermuda Triangle: A Selective Bibliography."

3. Rosenberg, Howard, "Exorcising the Devil's Triangle," Sealift 24, No. 6, (June 1974)
11-15

4. Loss of Flight 19 FAQ

5. Photographs of USS Cyclops and crewgpmyarm=ssn

Bermuda Triangle Fact Sheet

Prepared by the U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters and the Naval Historical Center

The U. S. Board of Geographic Names does not recognize the Bermuda Triangle as an official name and
does not maintain an official file on the area.

The "Bermuda or Devil's Triangle" is an imaginary area located off the southeastern Atlantic coast of the
United States, which is noted for a high incidence of unexplained losses of ships, small boats, and
aircraft. The apexes of the triahgle are generally accepted to be Bermuda, Miami, Fla., and San Juan,
Puerto Rico.

In the past, extensive, but futile Coast Guard searches prompted by search and rescue cases such as the
disappearances of an entire squadron of TBM Avengers shortly after take off from Fort Lauderdale, Fla.,
or the traceless sinking of USS Cyclops and Marine Sulphur Queen have lent credence to the popular
belief in the mystery and the supematural qualities of the "Bermuda Triangle."

Countless theories attempting to explain the many disappearances have been offered throughout the
history of the area. The most practical seem to be environmental and those citing human error. The
majority of disappearances can be attributed to the area's unique environmental features. First, the
"Devil's Triangle" is one of the two places on earth that a magnetic compass does point towards true
north. Normally it points toward magnetic north. The difference between the two 1s known as compass
variation. The amount of variation changes by as much as 20 degrees as one circumnavigates the earth.
If this compass variation or error is not compensated for, a navigator could find himself far off course
and in deep trouble.

An area called the "Devil's Sea" by Japanese and Filipino seamen, located off the east coast of Japan,
also exhibits the same magnetic characteristics. It is also known for its mysterious disappearances.

Another environmental factor is the character of the Gulf Stream. It is extremely swift and turbulent and
can quickly erase any evidence of a disaster. The unpredictable Caribbean-Atlantic weather pattern also
plays its role. Sudden local thunder storms and water spouts often spell disaster for pilots and mariners.
Finally, the topography of the ocean floor varies from extensive shoals around the islands to some of the
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deepest marine trenches in the world. With the interaction of the strong currents over the many reefs the
topography 1s in a state of constant flux and development of new navigational hazards is swift.

Not to be under estimated 1s the human error factor. A large number of pleasure boats travel the waters
between Florida's Gold Coast and the Bahamas. All too often, crossings are attempted with too small a
boat, insufficient knowledge of the area's hazards, and a lack of good seamanship.

The Coast Guard is not impressed with supernatural explanations of disasters at sca. It has been their
experience that the combined forces of nature and unpredictability of mankind outdo even the most far
fetched science fiction many times each year.

We know of no maps that delineate the boundaries of the Bermuda Triangle. However, there are general
area maps available through the Distribution Control Department, U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office,
Washington, D.C. 20390. Of particular interest to students if mysterious happenings may be the
"Aeromagnetic Charts of the U.S. Coastal Region," H.O. Series 17507, 15 sheets. Numbers 9 through 15
cover the "Bermuda Triangle."

Interest in the "Bermuda Triangle" can be traced to (1) the cover article in the August 1968 Argosy, "The
Spreading Mystery of the Bermuda Triangle", (2) the answer to a letter to the editor of the January 1969
Playboy, and (3) an article in August 4, 1968 1, "Limbo of Lost Ships", by Leslie Lieber. Also, many
newspapers carried a December 22, 1967 National Geographic Society news release which was derived
largely from Vincent Gaddis' Invisible Horizons: True Mysteries of the Sea (Chilton Books,
Philadelphia, 1965. OCLC# 681276) Chapter 13, "The Triangle of Death", in Mr. Gaddis' book, presents
the most comprehensive account of the mysteries of the Bermuda Triangle. Gaddis describes nine of the
more intriguing mysteries and provides copious notes and references. Much of the chapter is reprinted
from an article by Mr. Gaddis, "The Deadly Bermuda Triangle", in the February 1964 Argosy. The
article elicited a large and enthusiastic response from the magazine's readers. Perhaps the most
interesting letter, which appeared in the May 1964 Argosy's "Back Talk" section, recounts a mysterious
and frightening incident in an aircraft flying over the area in 1944.

11 December 1998
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"Exorcizing the Devil's Triangle"

By Howard L. Rosenberg
Sealif no. 6 (Jun. 1974): 11-15.

During the past century more than 50 ships and 20 aircraft sailed into oblivion in the area known
as the Devil's Triangle, Bermuda Triangle, Hoodoo Sea, or a host of other names.

Exactly what happened to the ships and aircraft is not known. Most disappeared without a trace.
Few distress calls and little, if any, debris signaled their disappearance.

Size of the triangle is dictated by whoever happens to be writing about it, and consequently what
ships and the number lost depends largely on which article you read.

Vincent Gaddis, credited with putting the triangle "on the map" in a 1964 Argosy feature,
described the triangle as extending from Florida to Bermuda, southwest to Puerto Rico and back to
Florida through the Bahamas. Another author puts the apexes of the triangle somewhere in Virginia, on
the western coast of Bermuda and around Cuba, Dominican Republic and Puerto Rico. Sizes of the areas
described ranged from 500,000 to 1.5 million square miles.

Whatever the size or shape, there supposedly is some inexplicable force within it that causes ships
and planes to vanish.

According to Richard Winer, who recently completed a TV film documentary on the area, one
"expert" he interviewed claims the missing ships and planes are still there, only in a different dimension
as a result of a magnetic phenomenon that could have been set up by a UFO (Unidentified Flying
Object).

Winer is currently writing a book on the subject and has traveled most of the area in his sailboat.
He confesses he "never saw anything unusual.”

Winer's TV program dealt mostly with the strange disappearance in 1945 of five Navy TBM
Avengers with 14 fliers who flew from Ft. Lauderdale into the triangle never to return. A PBM Mariner
with a 13-man crew was sent out to search for the fliers. It too, never returned.

Few have really dug into all the aspects of this mystery, but many are content to attribute the loss
of Flight 19 to some mysterious source, like UFOs. Michael McDonnel did do some digging. In an
article he wrote for the June 1973 edition of Naval Aviation News, he suggested the most realistic answer
to the loss of Flight 19 was simple, that after becoming lost, they ran out of gas. Many question that
possibility by asking, "How could such experienced pilots get lost? How could all the compasses be
wrong?"

If the planes were flying through a magnetic storm, all compasses could possibly malfunction.
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Actually, man's knowledge of magnetism is limited. We know how to live with it and escape it by going
into space, but, we really don't know what exactly it is.

As for the pilots' experience, Flight 19 was a training flight. Though advanced, it was still training.
Even the most "experienced” pilots make mistakes.

McDonnel concludes his article with the statement, "Former TBM pilots that we questioned
express the opinion that the crew of an Avenger attempting to ditch at night in a heavy sea would almost
certainly not survive the crash. And this, we feel was the case with Flight 19. The aircraft most probably
broke up on impact and those crewmen who might have survived the crash would not have lasted long in
cool water.”

The PBM Mariner was specifically designed as a rescue plane with the ability to remain aloft for
24 hours. But the Mariners
were nicknamed "flying gas tanks" by those who flew them. It was common for a pilot to search the
crew members before each flight for matches or cigarette lighters because gas fumes often were present.
After this Mariner disappeared, the Navy soon grounded all others.

Another mysterious disappearance that baffles researchers is that of the SS Marine Sulphur Queen.
Bound for Norfolk, Va. from Beaumont, Texas, the tanker was last heard from on Feb. 3, 1963, when
she routinely radioed her position. The message placed her near Key West in the Florida Straits.

Three days later, Coast Guard searchers found a solitary life jacket bobbing in a calm sea 40 miles
southwest of the tanker's last known position. Another sign of the missing tanker or her 39-man crew has
ever been found.

The absence of bodies might be explained by the fact that the waters are infested with sharks and
barracuda. As for the tanker, she was carrying 15,000 long tons of molten sulphur contained in four
metal tanks, each heated to 275 degrees Fahrenheit by a network of coils connected to two boilers.

No one knows for sure whether she blew up, but it is a possibility. If gas escaped from the tanks
and poisoned the crew, the radio officer may have not had time to send a distress call before being
overcome. The slightest spark could have set the leaking sulphur afire in an instant.

Writing in the Seamen's Church Institute of New York's magazine, The Lookout, Paul Brock said
that officers on a Honduras flag banana boat "reported to the Coast Guard that their freighter ran into a
'strong odor' 15 miles off Cape San Antonia, the western tip of Cuba, just before dawn on February 3.
The odor was acrid."

Brock speculates that they could have smelled the fumes coming from the Suiphur Queen
"floating somewhere over the horizon, her crew dead and her cargo blazing."

According to Brock, T-2 tankers like the Sulphur Queen had a history of battle failure. He said
that "during the preceding years, three T-2s had split in half." Brock also cites a case in December 1954
when a converted Navy LST, the Southern District, was heading up the North Carolina coastline when
she disappeared without a trace or distress call. Her cargo was powdered sulphur.

One of the most celebrated stories of Devil's Triangle victims, is that of USSCyclops which
disappeared in March of 1918.

In his television program, Richard Winer indicated the captain of the Cyclops was rather eccentric.
He was reputedly fond of pacing the quarterdeck wearing a hat, a cane and his underwear. Prior to the
Cyclops disappearance there was a minor mutiny by some members of the crew which was promptly
squelched by the captain and the perpetrators were sent below in irons. None of this really offers a clue
to what happened to the collier Cyclops, but it suggests something other than a mysterious force might
have led to her doom.

Z .
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According to Marshall Smith writing in Cosmopolitan, September 1973, "theories ranged from
mutiny at sea to a boiler explosion which carried away the radio shack and prevented any distress call.”
One magazine, Literary Digest, speculated that a giant octopus rose from the sea, entwined the ship with
its tentacles and dragged it to the bottom. Another theory was that the shipped suddenly turned turtle in a
freak storm, trapping all hands inside.

Fifty years later, novelist Paul Gallico used the idea as the peg for a novel called The Poseidon
Adventure which was made into a successful movie in 1972,

Cyclops was assigned to the Naval Overseas Transportation Service, which became the Naval
Transportation, which merged with the Army Transport Service to become the Military Sea
Transportation Service and then Military Sealift Command. When she sailed she was loaded with 10,800
tons of manganese ore bound for Baltimore from Barbados in the West Indies.

Information obtained from Germany following World War I disproved the notion that enemy
U-boats or mines sank the Cyclops. None were in the area.

Another story concerns the loss of the nuclear submarine USS Scorpion in the Devil's Triangle. It
is impossible to stretch even the farthest flung region of the triangle to include the position of the lost
sub.

Truth is, Scorpion was found by the MSC oceanographic ship USNS Mizar about 400 miles
southwest of the Azores, nowhere near the Devil's Triangle. Its loss was attributed to mechanical failure,
not some demonic denizen of the deep.

There are literally thousands of cases of lost ships ever since primitive man dug a canoe out of the
trunk of a tree and set it in the water. Why all this emphasis on the Devil's Triangle? It's difficult to say.

It would seem that, historically, whenever man was unable to explain the nature of the world
around him, the problems he faced were said to be caused by gods, demons, monsters and more recently,
extra-terrestrial invaders.

Before Columbus set sail and found the Americas, it was believed that the world was flat and if
you sailed too far west, you would fall off the edge. That reasoning prevails concerning the Devil's
Triangle. Since not enough scientific research has been done to explain the phenomenon associated with
the area, imagination takes over. UFOs, mystical rays from the sun to the lost Continent of Atlantis,
giant sea monsters and supernatural beings are linked to the mysterious disappearances in the triangle.

To someone unprepared to take on the immense work of scientific research, supernatural
phenomenon make for an easy answer. But, it is amazing how many supernatural things become natural
when scientifically investigated.

There are a number of natural forces at work in the area known as the Devil's Triangle, any of
which could, if the conditions were right, bring down a plane or sink a ship.

Many reputable scientists refuse to talk to anyone concerning the Devil's Triangle simply because
they do not want their good names and reputations associated with notions they consider ridiculous.

One expert on ocean currents at Yale University, who asked not to be identified, exploded into
laughter at the mention of the triangle and said, "We confidently, and without any hesitation, often go to
sea and work in that area." Another scientist refused to talk about it.

Atmospheric aberrations are common to jet age travelers. Few have flown without experiencing a
phenomenon known as clear air turbulence. An aircraft can be flying smoothly on a beautifully clear day
and suddenly hit an air pocket or hole in the sky and drop 200 to 300 feet.

Lt. Cmdr. Peter Quinton, meteorologist and satellite liaison officer with the Fleet Weather Service

Jofé 3/18/99 10:00 AM



Bermuda Triangle : hetp://www history.navy.mil/fags/faq8-3.him

40f 6

at Suitland, Md., said, "You can come up with hundreds of possibilities and elaborate on all of them and
then come up with hundreds more to dispute the original ones."

"It's all statistical," he said, "there's nothing magical about it." According to Quinton, the Bermuda
Triangle is notorious for unpredictable weather. The only things necessary for a storm to become a
violent hurricane are speed, fetch (the area the wind blows over) and time. If the area is large enough, a
thunderstorm can whip into a hurricane of tremendous intensity. But hurricanes can usually be spotted
by meteorologists using satellite surveillance. It is the small, violent thunderstorms known as
meso-meteorological storms that they can't predict since they are outside of normal weather patterns.
These are tornadoes, thunderstorms and immature tropical cyclones.

They can occur at sea with little warning, and dissipate completely before they reach the shore. It
is highly possible that a ship or plane can sail into what is considered a mild thunderstorm and suddenly
face a meso-meteorological storm of incredible intensity.

Satellites sometimes cannot detect tropical storms if they are too small in diameter, or if they
occur while the satellite is not over the area. There is a 12-hour gap between the time the satellite passes
over a specific part of the globe until it passes again. During these 12 hours, any number of brief, violent
storms could occur.

Quinton said, "Thunderstorms can also generate severe electrical storms sufficient to foul up
communication systems." Speaking of meso-meteorological storms, which she dubbed "neutercanes,"
Dr. Joanne Simpson, a prominent meteorologist at the University of Miami, said in the Cosmopolitan
article that "These small hybrid type storm systems arise very quickly, especially over the Gulf Stream.
They are several miles in diameter, last a few minutes or a few seconds and then vanish. But they stir up
giant waves and you have chaotic seas coming from all directions. These storms can be devastating.”

An experienced sailor herself, Dr. Simpson said on occasion she has been "peppered by staccato
bolts of lightning and smelled- the metallic odor of spent electricity as they hit the water, then frightened
by ball lightning running off the yards." Sailors have been amazed for years by lightning storms and
static electricity called "St. Elmo's Fire."

Aubrey Graves, writing in This Week magazine, August 4, 1964, quotes retired Coast Guard Capt.
Roy Hutchins as saying, "Weather within the triangle where warm tropical breezes meet cold air masses
from the arctic is notoriously unpredictable.” "You can get a perfectly good weather pattern, as far as the
big weather maps go, then go out there on what begins as a fine day and suddenly get hit by a 75-knot
squall. They are localized and build up on the spot, but they are violent indeed.”

Many boatmen, Hutchins said, lack understanding of the velocity of that "river within the ocean"
(Gulf Stream) which at its axis surges north at four knots. "When it collides with strong northeast winds,
extremely stiff seas build up, just as in an inlet when the tide is ebbing against an incoming sea."

"The seas out there can be just indescribable. The waves break and you get a vertical wall of water
from 30 to 40 feet high coming down on you. Unless a boat can take complete submergence in a large,
breaking sea, she can not live."

Last year, the Coast Guard answered 8,000 distress calls in the area, 700 a month or 23 a day.
Most problems could have been avoided if caution had been used. The biggest trouble comes from small
boats running out of gas. According to the Coast Guard, an inexperienced sailor is looking for trouble
out there. A small boat could be sucked into the prop of a big tanker or swamped in a storm and never be
seen again.

Another phenomenon common in the region is the waterspout. Simply a tornado at sea that pulls
water from the ocean surface thousands of feet into the sky, the waterspout could "wreck almost
anything" said Allen Hartwell, oceanographer with Normandeau Associates.

Hartwell explained that the undersea topography of the ocean floor in the area has some
interesting characteristics. Most of the sea floor out in the Devil's Triangle is about 19,000 feet down and
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Return to Naval Historical Center home page. %Retum to Frequently Asked Questions page.

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY - NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER
901 M STREET SE -- WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
WASHINGTON DC 20374-5060

The Loss Of Flight 19

Related resources:

1. The Bermuda Triangle FAQ
2. McDonell, Michael, "Lost Patrol," yemrmzemVaval Aviation News (Jun.1973): 8-16.

Prepared by the Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center

At about 2:10 p.m. on the afternoon of 5 December 1945, Flight 19, consisting of five TBM
Avenger Torpedo Bombers departed from the U. S. Naval Air Station, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, on an
authorized advanced overwater navigational training flight. They were to execute navigation problem
No. 1, which is as follows: (1) depart 26 degrees 03 minutes north and 80 degrees 07 minutes west and
fly 091 degrees (T) distance 56 miles to Hen and Chickens Shoals to conduct low level bombing, after
bombing continue on course 091 degrees (T) for 67 miles, (2) fly course 346 degrees (T) distance 73
miles and (3) fly course 241 degrees (T) distance 120 miles, then returning to U. S. Naval Air Station,
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

In charge of the flight was a senior qualified flight instructor, piloting one of the planes. The other
planes were piloted by qualified pilots with between 350 and 400 hours flight time of which at least 55
was in TBM type aircraft. The weather over the area covered by the track of the navigational problem
consisted of scattered rain showers with a ceiling of 2500 feet within the showers and unlimited outside
the showers, visibility of 6-8 miles in the showers, 10-12 otherwise. Surface winds were 20 knots with
gusts to 31 knots. The sea was moderate to rough. The general weather conditions were considered
average for training flights of this nature except within showers.

A radio message intercepted at about 4 p.m. was the first indication that Flight 19 was lost. This
message, believed to be between the leader on Flight 19 and another pilot in the same flight, indicated
that the instructor was uncertain of his position and the direction of the Florida coast. The aircraft also
were experiencing malfunction of their compasses. Attempts to establish communications on the training
frequency were unsatisfactory due to interference from Cuba broadcasting stations, static, and
atmospheric conditions. All radio contact was lost before the exact nature of the trouble or the location
of the flight could be determined. Indications are that the flight became lost somewhere east of the
Florida peninsula and was unable to determine a course to return to their base. The flight was never

lof2 3/18/99 10:02 AM



Flight 19 http://www history.navy.mil/fags/fag 13- 1.htm

heard from again and no trace of the planes were ever found. It is assumed that they made forced
landings at sea, in darkness somewhere east of the Florida peninsula, possibly after running out of gas. It
is known that the fuel carried by the aircraft would have been completely exhausted by 8 p.m. The sea in
that presumed area was rough and unfavorable for a water landing. It is also possible that some
unexpected and unforeseen development of weather conditions may have intervened although there is no
evidence of freak storms in the area at the time.

All available facilities in the immediate area were used in an effort to locate the missing aircraft
and help them return to base. These efforts were not successful. No trace of the aircraft was ever found
even though an extensive search operation was conducted until the evening of 10 December 1945, when
weather conditions deteriorated to the point where further efforts became unduly hazardous. Sufficient
aircraft and surface vessels were utilized to satisfactorily cover those areas in which survivors of Flight
19 could be presumed to be located.

One search aircraft was lost during the operation. A PBM patrol plane which was launched at
approximately 7:30 p.m., 5 December 1945, to search for the missing TBM's. This aircraft was never
seen nor heard from after take-off. Based upon a report from a merchant ship off Fort Lauderdale which
sighted a "burst of flame, apparently an explosion, and passed through on oil slick at a time and place
which matched the presumed location of the PBM, it is believed this aircraft exploded at sea and sank at
approximately 28.59 N; 80.25 W. No trace of the plane or its crew was ever found.

The Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center, 901 M Street SE, Washington, DC
20374-5060 has placed the Board of Investigation convened at NAS Miami to inquire into the loss of the
5 TBM Avengers in Flight 19 and the PBM aircraft on microfilm reel, NRS 1983-37. To order a
duplicate film for the fees indicated on the Naval Historical Center fee schedule, please complete the
duplication order form and send a check or money order for the appropriate amount, made payable to the
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY, to the Operational Archives Branch, Naval Historical Center,
901 M Street, SE, Washington, DC 20374-5060.

For Additional Information: Kusche, Larry. The Disappearance of Flight 19. New York: Harper &
Row, 1980. :

4 March 1998
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http://www history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-c/cyclops.htm

Return to Naval Historical Center home page. @Retum to Online Library listing

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY -- NAVAL HISTORICAL CENTER
901 M STREET SE -- WASHINGTON NAVY YARD
WASHINGTON DC 20374-5060

Online Library of Selected Images:
-- U.S. NAVY SHIPS --

USS Cyclops (1910-1918)

USS Cyclops was the Navy's second ship of that name. A 19,360-ton
collier, specially designed to keep a mobile battlefleet supplied with
fuel, she was built in 1910 by William Cramp and Sons at Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. Prior to World War 1, she supported U.S. warships in

European waters, off the Atlantic seaboard and in the Caribbean as a unit of the Naval Auxiliary Force.

Cyclops entered commissioned service in 1917, and continued carrying coal and other cargo to facilitate
the U.S. Navy's wartime operations. In early March 1918, while returning from a voyage to Brazil, USS
Cyclops disappeared with all hands. Her wreck has never been found, and the cause of her loss remains

unknown.

For related textual resources, see ''Frequently Asked Questions': The Bermuda Triangle.

This page features a selection of views of USS Cyclops and of crewmen who were lost with her.

If higher resolution reproductions than these digital images are desired, see "How to Obtain

Photographic Reproductions.”

Click on the small photograph to prompt a larger view of the same image.

hoto # NH 55549
USS Cyclops (1910-1918)
iAnchored in the Hudson River, off New York City, on 3
October 1911. Photograph was taken by the New York
Navy Yard.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.

Online Image: 55,732 bytes; 740 x 565 pixels

hoto & 19-N-13451
USS Cyclops (1910-1918)

3/18/99 10:03 AM
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Photographed by the New York Navy Yard, probably
while anchored in the Hudson River, NY, on 3 October
1911.

Photograph from the Bureau of Ships Collection in the |
U.S. National Archives. |

Online Image: 51,246 bytes; 740 x 540 pixels
Reproductions of this image may also be available

through the National Archives' photographic
reproduction system.

http://www history.navy.mil/photos/sh- usn/usnsh c/cyclops htm

Photo #: NH 101063
USS Cyclops (1910-1918)
Photographed by Sargent, circa 1913.

Copied from the album of Francis Sargent, courtesy of
Commander John Condon, 1986.

U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.
Online Image: 58,404 bytes; 740 x 485 pixels

Photo #: NH 76012

USS South Carolina (BB-26)
and
[USS Cyclops (1910-1918)

Engaged in an experimental coaling while under way at
sea in 1914. Rigging between the two ships was used to
transfer two 800-pound bags of coal at a time. The bags |
were landed on a platform in front of the battleship’s |

|

forward 12-inch gun turret, and then carried to the
bunkers.

The donor, who served as a seaman in South Carolina at
the time, comments: "it showed that this was possible |
but a very slow method of refueling. Nothing was heard
of the test afterwards."

Donation of Earle F. Brookins, Jamestown, NY, 1972.

1
|
U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph. J‘
Online Image: 57,797 bytes; 740 x 475 pixels ’

3/18/99 10:03 AM
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hoto #: NH 50636
arnest Randolph Crammer,
Seaman, U.S. Navy
His cap band is from that ship.
U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.
Online Image: 41,143 bytes; 610 x 775 pixels

'Who was lost with USS Cyclops in March 1918.

Photo #: NH 92095

Roy Stuart Merriam,
Coxwain, U.S. Navy

His cap band is from USS San Diego (ACR-6).
U.S. Naval Historical Center Photograph.
Online Image: 46,023 bytes; 470 x 775 pixels

Who was lost with USS Cyclops in March 1918.

http://www history.navy.mil/photos/sh-usn/usnsh-c/cyclops.htm

A s e

24 September 1998

J Return to Naval Historical Center home page.
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Bermu&a Triangle FACT-SHEE?'preb&ied by the U.S.Coast Guard

Article “Lost Patrol" by Mlchael HcDonell from Naval Aviatlon
News magazine of the Naval Air Systens Command June 1973 issue

Article "Exurclsing the. Devil's Triangle" by’ Howard L. Ros.nbergh B

"from Sealift magazine of tha Hilitary Sealift Command Juna*l97ﬁ

"The Bermuda Triangle, An Annotated Bibliography by Carol P,

_Stancll of the Reference Section College Library, U CL A, 1973,

Flight 19 Loss FACT SHEET prépﬁred by the Offica.of.lnfdruntloﬁ¢ R

‘uss cvcnops FACT SHEET prepared by thc Office of . Informacton—ff“
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Prepared by U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters - -

o The"Bemudu Triangle"

. Thoe "Bermuda or Devil's Triangle" is an imaginary area located off
the southeastern Atlantic coast of the United States, which is noted
for a high incidence of unexplained losses of ships, small boats, and
aircraft., The apexes of the triangle are generally accepted to be
Bermuda, Miami, Fla., and San Juan, Puerto Rico.” '~ . = . o
In the past, extensive, but futile Coast Guard searches prompted - -- -

by search and rescue cases such as the disappearcnces of an entire . . E

squadron of TBM Avengers shortly after take off from Fort Lauderdale, Fia.-.

. or the traceless sinking of the Marine Sulpher Queen in the Florida

Stait$ have lent credence to the popular belief in the mystery and the .
supematural qualities of the "Bermuda Triangle." ™ . - :

Countless theories attemptins to explain the many disappearances

;. have heen offered throughout the history of the area. The most

practical scem to be environmental and those citing human error. - . .
_The majority of disappearances can be attributed to the area's:

wnique environmental features. First, the "Devil's Triangle" is one of .

the two places on earth that a magnetic compass dees point towards true:
north,. Normally it points toward magnetic north. The difference between

- the two is known as compass variation. - The amount of variation changes. - -
by as much as 20 degrees as_one circumavigates the earth. - If this

compass variation or error is not compensated for, a

find himself far off course and in deep trouble, - : _
~ An area called the 'Devil's Sea" by Japanese and Filipino seamem, . -

located off the east coast of Japan, also exhibits the same magnetic =

navigator could -

_ characteristics.  As the "Bermuda Triangle" it is kuown for its mystericus =
_disappearances. - . o , R .

Another envirénmeﬁtal factor is ihe character of fhe Gulf. Stream.

- It is extremely swift and turbulent and can quickly erase any evidence of .
.- a disuster. The unpredictable Caribbean-Atlantic weather pattemn .also .- -

plays its role. Sudden local thunder storms and water spouts oftcn spell

- disaster for pilots and *nariners. And finally, the topography of the '
~ ocean {loor varies from extensive shoals around thke islands to some of"
- the deepest marine trenchs'in the world. With the interaction of ‘the . -~

stong currcnts over the many reefs the topography is in a state of

- constant flux and development of new navigational hazards is swift.

LI
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Not to be under estimated is the human error factor. © A large nwini .

" 'of pleasure boats travel the waters between Florida's Cold Coast and -
- . the Bahamas, All too often, crossings are attempted with too small.a -
- boat, insufficient knowledpe of the area's hazards, and a lack of
. good seamanship, S o - L

~ The Coast Guard, in short, is not i:npiessed with supernatural -

explanations of disasters at sea. It has been our expierience that .. .. .

the combined forces of nature and unpredictability of mankind outdo -

.~ . even the most far fetched science: fiction many times each year. - .

Sr2cific case histories and conjectural explanations’ are available.-

. through the following sources: : _
- ARGOSY, 'The Spreading Mystery of The Bermuda TriangYe,' August 1968
- IHIS WEEK MAGAZINE, "Limbo of Lost Ships," Leslie Licher, ‘August 1968 .

INVISIBLE MORIZONS: -TRUE MYSTERIES OF TIE SEA, Chilton Books, Philadelphia. = -

and New York, 1965

-~ LIMBO OF NG LOST, Jack Wallace, 1968 -

We know of no maps that delineate the boundries of the Bermuda. - |
Triangle. UHowever, there are general area maps available through the
Distribution Control Department, U.S. Naval Oceanographic Office, :

- Mashington, D.C. 20390. Of particular interest to students (£ mysterious -

happenings may be the “Acromagnetic Charts of the U.S. Coastal Region,". " "-
H.O. Series 17507, 15 sheets, $ .50 each. Numbers 9 through 15 cover = . *
the ""Bermuda Triangle." L o o
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. S . The "Bermuda frinnglq“‘ - '...

,Thd,”ﬁ&imudgiféiiﬁgin?;ii;;ﬁ iﬁiginirjfiéeh of £ tﬁ!hltlantic_' o
coast of the United States noted for ‘a high incidence of unexplained: - -

'-lossenJof ships and aircraft, . The apexes of the triangle are genarally_

accepted as Bermuda, Florida and Pyerto Rico. .

Interest in the "Bermuda Triangle" can be traced to (1) the. _
cover article in the August 1968 Argosy, "Thé Spreading Mystery of -
the Bermuda Triangle”, (2) cthe answer to a lettaer to the editor of
the January 1969 Playboy, and (3) an article in August 4, 1968 This
Week Magazine, "Limbo of Lost Ships™, by Leslie Lieber. Also, many
npewspapers carried a December 22, 1967 National Geographic Society
news release which wag derived largely from Vincent Gaddis® Invisible
Horizons: True Mysteries of the Sea (Chilton Books, PhiladeIphia and-
New York, 1965), Chapter 13, "The Triangle of Death™, in Mr, Gaddis' N
book, presents the most comprehensive account of the mystaries of the
Bermuda Triangle. Gaddis describes nine of the more intriguing. *

-mysteries and provides copious notes and references. . Much of the

chapter is reprinted from an article by Mr, Gaddis, "The Deadly
Bermuda Triangle", in the February 1964 Argosy. The article slicited :
a large and enthusiastic regsponse from the magazins's readers. Perhape .

-the. most interesting letter, which appeared in the May 1964 Argosy's

"Back Talk" section, recounts 4 myaterious and frightening {nmcidenc .
in an aircrafte flying over the area in 1944, L

Additional references to the “Bcrnuda Triangle" af& listed in A_.‘
bibliography form: : oo _ ' S : . ' '

. Jack Wallace Spencer, "Limbo of the'Lost” 1968: 

Joe Maggio, Sun Staff:writar, "Hyétefy Lurks ia the Bernuddlrrianglcﬁ;-

Miami Beach Sun, June 25, 1969

Paul Brock, "They Sailed into. Oblivion", The Lookodt, Seamen's Church
Institute of New York, Vol. 62, No. 3 April 1971, PP. 3, 11 .

Andy Rosenblatt, Miami Navs Reportars, "Devil'l-rriangle; a new
victim?" Miami News, Juns 19, 1972 C i ‘ "

Richard Winer, "Barmuda Trianglas -AU?O TwiligthZOna"..Saga. fol.'46;ii_:i*

No. 5, August 1972, p. 34

" The U. 8. Board of Geographiclﬂan&l‘doas not recognize the , :
Bermuda Triangle as an official name and does not maintain an official
file on the areaa. : .
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We know of no maps depicting the Bermuda Triﬁnglc;;.nowevef,,

charts of the area are available from: - Distributilon Control Depart- .

ment, U. S, Naval Oceanographic Office, Washington, D.C. - 20390.
Of particular interest to s:udentl‘of‘myuterious happenings may be
the "Aeromagnetic Charts of U. S. Atlantic Coastal Region", H, 0.

Series 17507, 15 sheets (Nos., 9 through 15 cover the Bermuda Triqnglo.J_:

area), $.50 each, T
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senior qualified flight instructor, piloting pne of the plansa. The o

" other pianea were piloted by qualified pilots with batwoen 350 and 4LOO

. except within-ahowcra. -

' indiea@cd thgt the planes were lost and that thoy were expa;ioncing

mrlfunction of tholr compcsses, Attempta to_egtabiish cormunications

- °7 . THE 10t8 OF FLIGHT17 . ;' B .

, At about 2:1b p.m. on the_iftcrnoon ¢f § Decezhsr 19&5, Flight 172,

consisting of five TBM Avenger Torpodo Bombers departed from the U. S.
Naval Air Stétion, Fort Lauderﬂale, Florida, on an authorizéd advanced

overwater navigational training flight, In chargs of the flight was a

hours fligﬁt time o which at least 55 was in TBY type aireraft, Tﬁa
weather iver the arua covered by the track of tﬁc nevigational'proplem
consisted of scatte:rad rain sﬁowurs with a'céilirg of 2500 feet within

the shawors end unlimitcd outside tho showers, visibility of 6—8 miles

in the uhowera, 10-12 othorwisb. Surfaco winds ware 20 knota with guata o
to 3 knote. The 822 was modarate to rough. The ggnoral weathor con-

\ ditions were consid.rad average ror training flignts of this nature

A radio message iﬁtercéptad at about L:OO p.ﬁ. wes the,first
indication.that Flight 19 wasrloat. This message, believed to be

" between the leader on Flight 19 and anothar pilot in the same flight,

. and to reach tho troubled flight woro in vain, ALl redio contact was

lost before the exact nature of the"troubie or ths location of the

f1ight could be determined Indications arc that th flight becams

~ lost somewherae cast of the Florida po ninsuln and was un_blu to

dctermina 2 coursa to return to thelr bacse, Howtver,_the evidcncé is

insuffieicnt to determine extetly what did happen, The flight vas

S——— —— e = —
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" never heard from ngain and no trace of the planes !ound It is aosumed

that they crashed at sea, possibly after running out of gys. It is
known that the fuol varricd by the nircraft would have been completoly e
exhausted bv 8 00 p.a, It is nlso possible that some unexpected nnd SRR

unforsoen davolopn-nt of wenthor conditions nny havo otervened although ‘
T

' there is no evidcnce of freak storms in the area at the timo A ’544-.

A1l available racilitios in the_immodiata 2rea wore used io‘on )
effort to. locate the missing aircraft'ahd'halo.iﬁem féturn"to base. -

‘-Thése efforts woro not-succossful. No traco of tbe a*rcraft was ever ‘

found even thounh an extonsive search operation uao conducted until

the avening of 10 Decembor 1945, whon woother conditions deterioratod

to the point where further efforts becams unduly hazardous, . Surficient

eircraft and surface vessela'ﬁore‘utilized to-sotisfactorily cover those

" areas in uhioh aufviiera of fiight i9vcou1d be.p;eauﬁo& to be located.‘

One search aireraft was lost during the operotion. A FBM patrol. -

plane which wns 1numched at approximntely 7 30 p. m., 5 December 1945,

_to search for the missing T3N's, This aircrnft was never-seen nor heard -

~ from after take-off Eaaad upon a roport from 8. merchant sbip off

' sea and sank. No trmco of the plane or ito crew was ever found.

- Port Laudardalo which sighted a "burst of fl_me, apparentla‘axploaion,
and passad t“rough an oil alick at a timo and plnce uhich m;tcbﬂd ‘the -
presumod 10ootion of the PBh, it is believad this aircraft crashod at

Prepared by: |
. 0ffice of Information,
., U.S. Navy.Department
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EACT SHEET FDR USS CYCLDPS ‘
USS CYCILOPS, Fuel Ship. Naval Overseas Tranaportation

- Service, 19,360 tons displacement; built by William Camp and -

sons, Philadelphia: contract price $822,500y building authorized

by Act of Congress, approved May 13,1908; keel laid June 2, 1909:
launched May 7, 1910; commissioned Novembher 7,1910; length overall.
542 feet, between perpendiculars 520 feet; breadth 65 feety depth

. of hold 36 feet, 9 inches; Engines: Two vertical triple expansions =

Boilders: Three double~ended cylindrical, 1l auxiliary; Indicated .
horsepower estimated 6,7507 Generating segs; two 15 kilowatts each.
125 volts, General Electricy Submarine signal sets; one receiving -~
uhtmeﬂ%da@mdmmdnﬂ27&u,am&urﬁwmmm
capacity to designed draft; cargo fuel 10,500 tons; bunker fuel

2000 tons; reserve feed water 100 tons, other weights, total:

12,900 tonsy draft 29 feet, 9 inches; maximum bunker capacity

2,275 tons; maximum cargo capacity for coal 11,600 tons, with

maximum cargo capacity for oil, 2,925 tons, with.maximum coal

1,275 tons; speed, loaded, 14.61 knota.
Prior to the CYCLOPS being assigned to the Naval

- Overseas Transportation Service, she was operating with the

Train of the Atlantic Fleet basing at Hampton Roads, Va., On Jhnuery'
9, 1918, she was detached from this duty and assigned to the: :
Naval Overseas Trahsportation Service. At this time, she was.

at Hampton Roads loading a cargo of 9,960 tons of coal. At

" completion of loading she salled for Bahia, Brazil, arriving

there January 22nd, She discharged her cargo and sailed on

January 25th for Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, arriving there on the -

- 28th. There she loaded a commercial cargo of 10,800 tons of

manganese ore and sailed on February 16th, via the Barbadoes: for: ”
Baltimore, Md., where she was due March 13th, She arrived at the.

. Barbadoes March 3, 1918 for coal and left on March 4th. Since .

her departure there has been no trace of the vessel. The .
disappearance of this ship has been one of the most baffling
mysteries in the annals of the Navy, all attempts to locate her:
having been proved unsuccessful. Many theories have been advanced.
but none that satisfactorily accounts for her disappearance.

' _There were no enemy submarines in the Western Atlantic at the o

time, and in December 1918. every effort was made to obtain infor- -

- mation from German sources regarding the disappearance of the

vassel., Information was requested from all attaches in Europe
"with the restult that it is definite that neither German U-boats:

_nor German mines came into the question, The only German-
information regarding the loss of the CYCLOPS was that:

. emanating from American sources which stated that the ship

left the Barbadoes in March 1918 and has not been heard of since.f_7~
There have been many stories circulated giving supposed |

o cluee to the loss of CYCIOPS but all have failed of confirmation.7'
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L.i.vea 1lost on the USS cmops and declared dead as of June 14.1918: o

Naval officers of the vessel
Naval enlisted men of the crew

L] -

Naval officers carried as. passengers
Naval enlisted men carried as passengers
. U.Se Marines carried as passengers -
" U.S. Consul at Rio de Janeiro carried

as. a passenger
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By MICHAEL McDONELL

At /410 on December 5, 1945, five TBM Avecngers comprising

Flight 19 rose into the sunny sky above NAS Fgrt Lauderdale, Fla.
Turning east the formation headed out over the Rtlantic on the first
deg of a routine exercise from which neither the 14 men of F light 19
nor the 13-man crew of a PBM Mariner sent out to search for them
h were ever to return.
The disappearance of the five Avengers and the PBM sparked one
of the largest air und sea searches in history as hundreds of ships and
aircraft combed over 200,000 square miles of the Atlantic Ocean
and Gulf of Mexico, while, on land, search parties scoured the
interivr of Florida on the outside chance that the aircraft might have
gone down there undetected.

But nothing was ever found. No wreckage, no bodies, nothing. Al
that remained were the elements of mystery and « mystery it quickly
and casily. became. Flight 19 — “The Lost Patrol” — is now the
central element of the legend of the infumous “Bermuda Triangle.”
Much has been written and speculated about the Triangle, a stretch
of ocean credited by some as heing “the graveyard of the Atlantic,”
home of the forbidding Saragasso Sea. In actuality, the Triangle

is no such geomerric entity; it is an area whose northern boundaries
streteh roughly from the southern Virginia coast to the Bermuda
Islands, soutlhvward to the Bahamas and west 10 the Florida Keys. And
within this area, it has been reported since 1840 that men, ships
and cven aircraft have disappeared with frequent regularity. Why?
It depends on vwhom you talk to. Some claim that this Hoodoo Sea is

a maritime Molech, that supernatural forces are at work there. Others
assert that strange magnetic and natural forces un ique to the area

and unknown to modern science ure responsible for the disappear-
ances. Still more believe that with the heavy sea and air traffic moving
through the area it is inevitable that some unexplained “incidents”
are bound to happen. But no matter what the argument and rationale,
there is something oddly provoking about these occurrences, par-
ticularly the “normal” circumstances which existed prior to each
disaster. [t is this writer's view that many a good tale would lie a-dving
if all the facts were included.
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Tuake the Lost Patral, jor example, The poptdar version inevitably goes something like this:

Five Avengers are airborne at 2:00 p.m. on a bright sunny day. The mission is a rou-
tine two-hour patrol from Fort Lauderdale, Fla. — due east for 150 miles, north for
40 miles and then return to base. All five pilots are highly experienced aviators and
all of the aircraft have been carefully checked prior to takeoff. The weather over the
route is reported to be excellent, a typical sunny Florida day. The flight proceeds. At
3:45 Fort Lauderdale tower receives a call from the flight but, instead of requesting
landing instructions, the flight leader sounds confused and worried. ' Cannot see fand,"”
he blurts. “We seem to be off course.”

+

-+,

“"What is your position?"" the tower asks.

There are a few moments of silence. The tower personnel squint into the suntight
of the clear Florida afternoon. No sign of the flight.
&
“We cannot be sure where we are,”” the flight leader announces. “Repeat: Cannot
see land."

Contact is lost with the flight for about ten minutes and then it is resumed. But it
is not the voice of the flight leader. Instead, voices of the crews are heard, sounding
confused and disoriented, “more like a bunch of hoy scouts lost in the woods than
experienced airmen flying in clear weather.” “We can't find west. Everything is wrong.
We can’t be sure of any direction. Everything looks strange, even the ocean.” Another
delay and then the tower operator learns to his surprise that the leader has handed
over his command to another pilot, for no apparent reason.

Twenty minutes later, the new leader calls the tower. his voice trembling and Lor-
dering on hysteria. "We can't tell where we are . . . everything is . . . can’t make
out anything. We think we may be about 225 miles northeast of base. . . ." For a few
moments the pilot rambles incoherently before uttering the last words ever heard
from Flight 19: ‘It looks like we are entering white water. .. . We're completely lost.”

Within minutes a Mariner flying boat, carrying rescue equipment, is on its way to
Flight 19's {ast estimated position. Ten minutes after takeoff, the PBM checks in with
the tower . . . and is never heard from again. Coast Guard and Navy ships and aircraft
comb the area for the six aircraft. They find a calm sea, clear skies, middling winds of
up to 40 miles per hour — and nothing else. For five days almost 250,000 square
miles of the Atlantic and Gulf are searched. Yet, not a flare is seen, not an oil slick,
life raft or telltale piece of wreckage is ever found.

Finally, after an extensive Navy Board of Inquiry investigation is completed, the
riddle remains intact. The Board's report is summed up in one terse statement: “We
are not able to even make a good guess as to what happened.” ®
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story of the Lost Patrol such as the preceding

tale bear striking resemhbiances to one another, so much-

so that, because of re-occurring passages in all of them,

_one is led to believe that a certain amount of borrowing:

and embeltishing from & ling!o source has been per-
formed over the 28 years since the incident occurred.

And iet us say now that this article is not a debunking .-

picce, but simply a perusal of an incident that has grown

to the stature of a myth — a legend that begs to be

more expertly examined,

The following account is based.oa the official Board

of Inquiry report conceming the disappearance of

Flight 19 and PBM-5, Buno 59225. The record consists * -

of testimony of individusis, expert opinions and logs
of the numerous radio transmissions. '

- Lost Patrol was
not s patrol at all.
It was an over-
water navigation

Ing VTB-type ad-

‘and nine enlisted
aircrewmen who,

. wnth the exception of one, were all undergoing advanced

. structor was a combat veteran with 2509.3 hours of .

combat aircrew training in VTB-type aircraft. The in-

flying time; most of it in type, while his students had
approximately 300 hours each, about 60 in the TBM/
TBF. With the exception of the mnmctor hardly a

.. “highly experienced” lot.

i with a .brief stop for some glide bombing practice on .

The flight was entitled Navigation Problem No. |

which ran as foltows: (1) depart NAS Fort Lauderdale
26 degrees 03 minutes north and 80 degrees 07 minutes
west and fly 091 degrees distance 56 miles to Hens and
Chickens Shoals to conduct -fow level bombing and,
after bombing, continue on course 091 for 67 miles,
(2) fly course 346 degrees for 73 miles and (3) My

course 241 degrees for a distance of 120 miles, return - '-

ing 10 NAS Fort Lauderdale. In short, a lmngu!lr routs

the first leg out. .
Prior to the hop, the flve Avengers were thorouahly
preflighted, All survival gear was intact, fuel tanks were

“full, instruments were 'checked — but.one mechanic
commented that none of the aircraft had a clock, Of -

tho 24-hour variety, clocks normally installed aboard

aircraft were highly prized by souvenir hunters. Besides, : -

everyone had his own personal wristwatch — or did he?

Inside the training office, the students of Flight 19 - .

waited for their bricfing; they were going to be late —
takeoff time was set for 1345 and the instructor hadn't
shown up. At 1315 he arrived and asked the aviation
training duty officer to find another instructor to take
his place. Giving no reason, he stated simply that he did
not want to take this one out. His requcst was denied;
he was told that no relief was available.

Juna 1973
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To begin with, the -

training hop com-

Aviators undergo-

vanced training -

It was- the instructor’s first time oa this'
syllabus hop. He had only recently arrived from NAS
Miami (where he had also been 2 VTB-type instructor).
But to-the aaxiowsly waiting students, it was the thir
and final navigntional problem. The previous two had
been in the same general area and now they were anxious

- to complete the phase.

At last the briefing began' Tho weather for the area
of the problem wms described as “favorable.” In the

words of the training duty officer who attended the =~

briefing, “The serologist sends us & report in the mom-

"ing. If weather conditions are unfavorable, he will

inform us . . . and tell us about the condition. In the
absence of any further information, | considered-the
weather favorable.” This estimate was later conflrmed.

. by another TBM training flight performing the same
" problem an hour earlier than Flight 19: weather favor-
able. sea state modmm to roush.

¢ 1410 the fight was in the air, led by'onn of the .
7 students. The instructor, whose call sign was Fox'
Tare Two Eight (FT-28), flew the rear, in & tracking

pasition. ETA was 1723 and the TBMs had enough
fuel to remain aloft for five to five-and-a-half hours.

"Hems and Chickens Shoals, commonly called ‘Chicken:

Rocks, the point at which they would conduct low level

. bombing, was only 56 miles away, If they cruised at 150 -

mph, they would arrive at-the Rocks in about 20 min.
utes or so. Thirty minutes for bombing and then con-

.. tinue on the-final 67 miles of the first leg.

At Fort Lauderdale, the tower picked up eonvenmon'

-. from Flight 19: “I've got onc more bomb.” “Go ahead.
and drop it" was the response. A fishing boat captain -

working near the target area remembers secing three or .
four airplanes flying east at approximately 1500.
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‘I don t know

how to get to
'F ort Lauderdale. g

1

" did not. .
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. near Great Sale Cay by 1540. But at about that time, . =
" FT-74, the senior flight instructor at Fort Laudardale,- . '
was joining up his squadron around the fleld when he .- .

heard what he assumed were either some boats or sir-. -

" craft in distress. .“One man was transmitting on 4808 ° -

-to 'Powery’ [the name of one of the studentsl.™ The
. volee asked Powers what his compass read a number of -
_ times and finally Powers said, “I don't know where'we- .-

are. We must have got lost nfter that last turm.” :
Upon hearing this, the senior flight instructor :in-

. formed Fort Lauderdale that either a boat or some: .

planes were lost. He then called, “This is FT-74, plane-

,.' ‘ ‘- ) . . - .
¥ . or boat calling 'Powery’ please identify yourself 30 somes.” : -

one can help you." No response but, a few moments'
later, the voice came on again asking the athers if there
were any “suggestions.” FT-74 tried agnin and the voice- .
was identified as FT-28, “FT-28, this is FT-74, what is

your trouble?” “Both my compasses are out and: I am

trying to find Fort Lnuderdale. Fla..1 am over land but
it's broken. I am sure I'm in the Keys but I don’t know-

_hwfudownand!don‘tknowhowtomtol’on' '

hudcrdnle."

he Keys? Both compasses out? FT-74 paufedund
then told FT-28 to “. . . put the sun on your port :

L wing if you are'in the Keys and fly up the coast umtit - .-

you get.to Miami. Fort Lauderdale is 20 miles:further;-

" your first port after Miami. The air station is directly .

on your left from the port.” But FT-28 should:have-: . -
. known if he was actually over the Keys; he had flown-in

', " that area for six months while stmoned at Mlum. He:

. sounded uttled. confused, . ' '

“What is your present altitude? I will fly south md '
meet you.” FT-28 replied, “I know where [-am- now.
~ I'm at 2300 feet. Don’t come after me.”

But FT-74 was not convinced. .“Roger, you'n at M

2300. I'm coming to meet you anyhow.” Minutes: Inter, -

.- FT=28 called again: “We have iuu ‘passed over.a small. .- '
" island. We have no other land in sight.” How could.he

have run out of islands? How could he have missed:the
Florida peninsula if he was in the Keys? FT-74 ma
beginning. to have serious doubts,

FT-28 came back on the air. “Can you have: Miami

or someone turn on their radar gear and pick.us up? - -

. We don't seem to be getting far. We were out on a . .~
: ‘n:vigauon hop and on ths second: leg I thought they . -
. were going wrong, 30 1 took over and was flying them

"+ back to the right posntlon But I'm sure, now, that neither -

one of my compasses is working.” FT-74 replied: “You' -
can’t expect to get here in ten minutes. You have s 30 -
to 35-knot head or crosswind. Turn on your emergency
IFF gear, or do you have it on?* r-"r-za replied that he-

At 1626 AirSea Rescve Task Unit Four st Fort
Everglades heard FT-28: “I am at angels 3.5. Have on
emergency IFF. Does anyone in the area have & radar

NAVAL AVIATION NEWS -
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screen that could pick us up? ASRTU-4 Rogered-and,
not having direction-finding gear, contacted Fort Laud- -

erdale, who replied that they would notify NAS Miami . -~

and ask the other stations to attempt to pick up the lost -

flight on radar or with direction finders. In all, more
than 20 land facilities were contacted to assist in the

location of Flight 19. Merchant ships in the area were -

asked to be on the alert and several Coast Guard vessels

~ were told to prepare to put to sea. But there were delays.

Teletype communication with several locations was out

and radio fixes were hampered by static and interference

from Cuban broadcast stations, :

At 1628, ASRTU-4 called FT-28 and suggested that-
another plane in the flight with a good compass take
over the lead. FT-28 Rogered but, from fragmentary

messages between the flight leader and the students - :
concerning their estimated position and headings, it -

appears that no other plane took the lead at this time.
Meanwhile, FT-74 waa having his own problems

altitude?* From far away, FT-28 called, “I'm at 4500
feet.™ At this point FT-74’s transmitter went out and
ke had no power to continue on the common frequency
with the lost Avengers. :

According to the senior instructor’s later testimony,
“ . . as his transmissions wers fading, he must have

been going away north as I headed south. . . . I belicve

at the time. of his first transmission, he was either over --.

the Biminies or Bahamas. I was about 40 miles south
of Fort Lauderdale and couldn't hear him any longer.”
Did he remember any more? Yes, he recalled that at

1600, FT-28 had reported that ke had.a visibility of =~ -
10 to 12 miles. FT-74 further stated tha while fiyin

offshore at the time, he had observed a very rough ses

covered with whits caps and streamers. (The surface -

winds were westerly, about 22 knots,and visibility was

~ very good in ail directions except directly west.)
Upon returning to Fort Lauderdale, FT-74 went to.

operations and related as much as he could re-
member of the conversations with FT-28 to the duty

~ officer and requested permission to take the duty aircraft -

out to search for the flight. Receiving no answer, the
pilot then made the same request to the flight officer
who replied, “Very definitely, no.” '

The flight officer had been- notified of Flight 19's
difficulty at 1630 by the duty officer. “I immediately went

into operations and learned that the flight leader thought
“he was along the Florida Keys. I then learned that his

first transmission revealing that be was lost had occurred .
around 1600. I knew by this that the leader could not
possibly have gone on more than one leg of his naviga-

tion problem and still gotten back to the Keys by 1600.
. . . I notified ASRTU-4 to instruct FT-28 to fly 270
degrees and also to fly towards the sun.” {This was

standard procedure for lost planes in the area and was .

drummed into all students.) o

June 1973

“‘He must have
maintaining contact with the lost flight. “Your trans- o -
‘missions are fading. Something is wrong, What is your

‘_b‘e'e'n: heading "

‘northas1

headed south.”
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LOST PATROL

‘Dammit, if

AL IGO3L, ASRTU-2 picked up FT-28, “0)-»
phines in the fight thinks 1 we went 270 R IUUNIRS
coutd hat Jand.™”

AL TAIY. the Fort Landerdale operations o:fces
tctedd ASRTU-2 by oiephone, He concurreyd e
Tand relt that the 1 cht st be 1ast aver -2 .k
Bank. Fis plan wis 1o dispatch the Lacdere et b
phine, cuarding 45635 koo on o course 075 delreos
Ty do contact FT2220 1 communications -+
during the tlight, the theory would he proved
vould de estahlished,

Operations requested that ASRTU-S ask 17 -
had o standard YG thoming  transmitier
home in on the tower's dirccton tinder, 1 ke
wia sent bug was ot Rogered by FT-250 [natond, a
T6450FT-28 announced: “We are heading 030 dozrees
for S5 minutes, then we will fly north o0 e < ore
weire not over the Gl af AMewco.™
- Meanwhile no hearings had een made ou R
IEE could not be picked up. The Tost flight was |
te hroadeast continuoushy on 4808 Le, The oS e WS
not Regered. Tater, when ashed 10 switch to rer L,
the search and rescue frequency, FT-28 called: 1 o -
net switeh frequencies. | onist heep my planes o

AUTOI6, FT-28 dud not achnowledge arequest ty e on
on his ZBX (the receiver tor the YOG ) bu, coven o e
ties dater, he called to his shehr, “Change course 1y el
derress 1or (en nunutes.” At approzimately -2 o
tme, wo didferent udents were heard: “Dasieer,
weosould just v wes we wopid get homer boay -
danumie.””

By 1700, the operations officer was about to .l s
duty plane out fo the cast when he was informea thet
@ radio tiv wis forthcoming — the aireraft was o0l on
the ground pencing the fix. At 1716, FT-8 coiied ot
that they would Ry 270 degrees “until we hit the boach
urrun ot of gas.”

In the meantime. Paim Beach was reporting foul
weither und, at Fort Luuderdale. they waited for it io
move i At 1723 FT-28 ealled for the weather o1 Fort
Lauwderdafe: clear at Lauderdale: over the Buahanis.,
cloudy. rather low ceiting wind poor visthility,

By 17360000 was decided that the ready plane ut FFort
Lavderdate would not go out. According to the opera-
tions atlicer, the prospect of bad weather and the on-

couraging mtormation that FT-28 was going (o \
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we would gel home!l’

wost untd they hit the beach™ prompted his decivion
IEwas Tar this reason that the senior inslructor’s regiest
i turned down,

The sdectwion was logically corrects but, with b ad-
sightu it was dronic and Lanentabic, Ta this G, FT272
iv convineed e Anew where theTlost tight G fo F e,
He was denied the opportumity to prove his poimt. For
reasons of salety and. perhaps, hopeful confidence. i
was determined that the sincle-engine, Siagle-prioted
ready plune would nout be rished on an urbitrary fhiehi
into the guthering darkness over winter seus.

A T804, FT-28 called to his tight, “Holding course
270 degrees — we didn't go far enough east L. L turn
around again Sweomay just as well wern around and
go east azain” Fhe fhzht Jeader was apparently <nll
vactiluting between his idea that they were over the G
and the students” beliet that they were over the Atlani.

The Gulf wnd Eastern Sea Frontier HE/ D nets had
nene completed trianoalation of bearings on FT-23 from
six dadferent radio stations, which produced & reliahle
fix: he was within an cicctronic 100-mife radius of 29
degrees north, 79 degrees west: Flight 19 was north of

¢ Bahamas, cast of the Florida const. Al stations were
aierted and instructed 1o tuen on figld hghts, beacons
and searchlights. Unfortunatelv, no one thought to ad-
wise the activities assisting in the stiempred recovery
of Flight 19 te make open. ar “hhnd.” transmissions
of the 750 evaluated fiv 10 any airerult of the distrossed
fight!

U ER20 a PRY was airborne out of CGAS Dinner
Key 1o 1y e contact the flight. No fuck. 1rans-

mitter antenna trouhle. But garbled miessages were snll
coming in from FT-25 "Al planes close wp tight
wHl have to ditch unless Iandrail when the trst
plane drops to ten gallons, we all go down together.”

At about the sume time, the master of the Britivh
wanher Pivconne fnpire, passing through the srea north-
zast of the Bahamas ¢n 1oue 10 Fort Lauderdale, re-
ported 1o ASRTU-4 thut <he cncountered tremendous
scus and winds of high velocity in that area.

More multi-engine scarch aireraft were dispatched by
air stations up and down the Florida coast.

Al NAS Banana River, two PHM-5s were being pre-
pared to join the search, after being diverted from a

June 1973

oz sy am et =

crenfarly scheduled might ravigation om0
el mech checked out e o the planes, PBAS
FUIIE fHed it wih enougi dned ter oL 2-he s
wadi s he Teier resiied Boroge the boaral -
B Fe AT T apent aranr an Four i the Lereratt
e Wi 0O ndicaien of any gas fames There oo
dacrepancy in oann oF dhe cgiepment oad, wreer
started up the enaies, they eperaet normaliy,
Avcording 1o v pilor crothe aier PRAL S
PR30, operations calied the operations duty offiver
Fegnrd 1o the five FBMs wihose Last posiiion was repor
as upproximately 130 miles east of New Smving w
whout IO minutes ot fuei remaimng. We recennad
rosttion zad were told o conuenct o sdare seareh
were instrueted o conduct rodar wnd veaad search
2 st by on 305 Lol the reported Tregugiey GO wie
the THMS were operating. Az the fime we were broc
Lize. JetTrev, o Trouung 24, was o0 mabe the -0y
platic In the search. Nooorher plaes were fnclhoded
Were anyv plans made for o omt comduer 8
search msston? “Yes, [ owas o proceed 1ot
reported posinon of the THMs and comduet o~
search. Lt Joifrey woas 1o proceed 1o New Sanaee
trach castward to niercept e proswmed trach
THMs and then was 1o vonduct an exvpanding sy
search at the Lust reported posinon of the TBML ™
What were the weather God sea comdiions wpmn
arreved an the iy ob DY degrees non, Yoo oL
ToLthe celing was approximately cigzhi 1o racivy
hundred  fect overcast, occasional showers, estimaies:
wimid, west southwest abont 25-320 hnots The oo s -
veryoturbudeni, The sea was very peugh”
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" At 1927, PBM-S, Buno 59229, was airborne from -

Banana River with three aviators aboard and a crew of
ten. At 1930, the aircraft radioed an “out™ report to its

. ,homebau'nndwunothnrdfmmapin. . .
Cruising off the coast of Florida, the tanker S.S.

Gaines Mills was sailing through the dark night when

- it sent the following message, “At 1950, observed a burst
~ of flames, apparently an explosion, leaping flames 100
feet high and burning for ten minutes, Position 28 de. -

grees 59 minutes north, 80 degrees 25 minutes west.
At present, passing through a big pool of oil. Stopped,

"~ “gircled area using searchlights, looking for survivors.
* None found.” Her captain later confirmed that he saw a
plane catch fire and immediately crash, exploding upon.

the ses.

A message from USS Solomons (CVE-67), which {
was participating in the search, later confirmed both the .
merchantman’s report and the fears of many at Banans

River. “Our air search radar showed a plane after take-

off from Banana River last night joining with anothet-

plane,* then separating and proceeding on course 045,
* degrees at exact time S.S. Gaines Mills sighted flames )
and in exact spot the above planc disappeared from the o
radar screen and never reappeared.” No wreckage was.© -

sighted and according to witnesses there was little likeli-
hood that any could have been recovered due to 1 very

rough sea. The next day, water samples, taken in the -

area, developed an oily film. The arca was aot buoyed

ducw:heheavymamrwmdiving or salvage opers- .
- tions ever conducted. The depth of the water was 78
_feetlndthelitewucloletotheGquSlrm :

During the Board's examination of the disappearance
of the PBM, several witnesses were questioned concern-’

- ing gas fumes and smoking regulations, which were .-
reportedly well posted and rigidly enforced aboard all -
PBMu Although the Board's report is not a_verbatim -

. record and no accusations were made, there scems to .

. be ennugh inference present to cause one to suspect that -
the Board was aware of .the PBM's nickname, “the

. flying gas tank.”

ing which revealed numerous older wrecks but not so

. much as a scrap of wreckage from either the TBMs or o

the PBM. The fate of the latter seems confirmed — an
inflight fire of unknown origin and subsequent crash/
explosion. The former's disappearance still has the aura

* of mystery, however, . : -
.+ Why did FT-28 not want to go on the flight; what
*_ was his state of mind? How could both his compasses -

have gone out? Did he have a watch? One ‘suspects he

. did not, as he repeatedly asked the other flight members -

_ * the second PBM -

18

how long certaln headings had

-only some of the questions which can never be full

_answered. - LT

-7 But some have been. - ST e T

We now -know that FT-28 took the lead sometime-

-lfmme_mmnonhontheucond;ef. ki '
(]

“'The instructor, familias with -the Flori

‘ area
- peared to know exactly where they were —
- not the Keys or the Guif. The lead passed: back. _
: forth between FT-28 and a student, and land was nover |

reached as the flight zigzagged through the area north .

m'm_— .'. .
visibility were replaced by rain squalls, turbulence-and- =~
the darkness of winter night, Terrific winds wereren-- .
" countered and the once tranquil sea ran rough. They. . * -

provided on the following pages.

o~

n
students were on a wrong heading, We know that FT:

~.would not switch' to. the emergency radio frequency for -
fear of losing contact with his flight. We also- know:

.lhnthenwmmuugdiﬂe'reneuo!_opinionrbetM‘ :

. the!instructor and the students about where
bo

ge
5%
1

th compasses out and with evidently

time, could very wcll have mistaken the cays. of the .
* northern Bahamas for the Keys and the water beyond.-

for the Gulf of Mexico, . * - :
But the students, having fl the

of the S ,
Toward the end, the low ctiling and

g

" would “fy towards shore,” the better to be rescued.. .
.Whether it was the Atlantic or Gulf Cosst: thats -
<. thought they were flying toward. can never be known. . o
* . Valiantly trying to keep his flight together in the faces- - -
~ of most difficult flying conditions, the leader mads-his:
" plan: When any aircraft got down to ten galloms:of
- fuel, they would all ditch together. When that fateful

"

§

point was reached, we can only imagine the feelings of
the 14 men of Flight 19 as they descended through the
dark toward a foaming, raging sea and oblivion. "

Former TBM pilots that we questioned express:the

-opinion that an Avenger attempting to ditch at night in .
a heavy sea would almost certainly not survive the crash.. -

And this, we feel, was the case with Flight 19, the Lost:

: : c . ol Patrol. The aircraft most probably broke up on impact.-.
'Whatfollowedismem’iallywhnhubeenrepomd.
by so many others: five days of fruitless search. -

and those crewmen who might have survived the crash -

would not have lasted long in cool water whers:the
comfort index was lowered by the strong winds. This -
last element, while only an educated guess,.seems to
" satisfy this strange and famous “disappearance.” . .-

- On other marters, there have been equally strange:
appearances — of sightings — by experienced. Naval |
Aviators. And the reasons for shem have not yet been

adequately explained. For the curious, examples are a
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o Crew members end psssengers on -

T ) an RSD (C-54) experienced & dre-
the early 1950s. Detalls of the In-

years later by the pliot, Lt. “B,” are

axcerpted here through the coopera-
tion of the Naticnal Investigations

{NICAP).

30 years old, sxperienced In both
qulﬂﬁcatlom in 38 typoa of llrcuh.

The westher was oxcallom Tho

Lt. B. and the plsne commander,
- LCdr. K., who was in the copilot's

crews, ons a roilef for B.'s men, ths
other.on board as psssengers. The
BJD was at 10,000 feot on & south-

T L1 L e -
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" meatic UFO sighting In the pre-dswn’
hours of a North Atlantic flight In -

taresting occurrencs, as told some

At the time of the event, L1, B. wn ‘
North and South Atlentic flight, with -

moon had set but visibility was.good.

autcouldmakoauthahoﬂmx .

" attention to the glow and asked him-
what he thought It was. He aald that . :
"It looked like we wers approaching '

¥ Asloap inthe circrm were two oxtre.

"NORTH- _}_-A'TL"AN'?':
- 'O.CEAN K

* [ .h” .“_4

ground speed 200 knots, Thr-esnda .-

hall hours out of léaland,
In the flight, they pessci over @

normal conditions.

-1 he aircraft was on autopllot.
Committee on Aerial Phenomens _

LCdr. K. and myself wereon
constant watch for other sircrsft, |
observed a yellow glow In tha
distance about 30 to 33 m!las awey,

at about the one o'clock position and.

below the horizon. My impression -

‘'was that there was a small.city

ahead, bacause It was the sama:

. glow you get from a group of lights

on the surface before you get close-

" enough to pick them out Individually.

“Knowling that our course took

. - uspastths tip of Graenland, my

first thought was that we hadn't

yot reached It, that we were behind .

schadule and had drifted north, but

‘remembering that we had passed .
over the weather ship, | realized this -

was not the case. | called K.'s

land. | asked our navigator to check -

our position. He did and replied that- :

fMJ

. ldpolm .

" MAVAL AVIATION NEWS - -

"weather ship on atation ofi the cosst . .
of Greeniand. The ship reported -
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was tilted about 25 degrees. _. 3 ﬂﬁ 0 J f}a
“it stayed in this position for a / C HANEWS

minute or so. |t appeared to be from
200 to 300 feet in diameter,

transiucent or metailic, shaped like

a saucer. A purple-red giow around MOAS CHERRY POINT == VL, v o0
the perimeter was the same type of ready roont conversation tor s
glow you get around the commutator Marine A Wing pdots By v

of an auto generator when you story of the “ilving suug@r”
observe it at night, cently culsped an For

“When the object moved away thving more than 360 uph,
from us, it made no turns, as though Phe qet e Bse Lo oo
it was backing up about 170 degrees was oo laeal meht thieht
from the direction from which it Fdentaon when alered ~
approached us, and was still tilted. folk tower to watch for aws e
It was only a few seconds before it sighted  from the sround
was out of sight. {Speed estimated Novth Carohna-Virginia Tine
in excess of 1,500 mph.) Over Washington, N1«

"“All of our cameras were within 2z
reach, but no one was calm enough Iihe an anplane with ped by
to think about taking a picture. Most appeined 1o be below me, © .
of us were wondering what it was. from bPelow me 19.000 tect
Our impression was that this was a
controlled craft. It had been either Baloceo sand he poudred on o
hovering over the water or sitting and coudd not close on the
on it; then it detected us and came frest, e Closed raprdiv, L
up to investigate.

“After Lt. J.'s crew had taken
over, | provceded aft and learned
that most of the passengers had
observed the same thing. Since |
was unable to identify the object, |
asked Dr. M., a commander in the
Medical Corps, if he had observed ur the aren o hed
the object. He replied that he had tward the spot where the « -
and that he did not look further apreared. Huloceo thouant
because it was a flying saucer and Tash rut was unuble o e
he did not believe in such things. | By then he owas jomed b
immediately returned to the cockpit Thomas W Riges ol the sanie « - -
and informed the crew to keep quiet ron. who sigiited i object tive
about what we observed because it the consiiine but could not e - o
might have been our first sighting Smilar fashes were repories
of a flying saucer (during those Navy pdat trom Noptolk wngd s
years when you mentioned you had Midget of Oriental, N.C. Midoor
such a sighting, you were believed ol the (lhash being tollowed By o
to be crazy). Lt. J. informed me that fire ot o esplosion, M
it was too late because he had called cupters Later scarched the o
Gander Airfield in Newfoundland to tound o small forest fire bot oo
see if the object could be tracked of 1 erinh.
by radar. The object was first repoiea o

“"When we landed we were met felicopter at 1747, Ciround o o

we were on flight plan and on course.

“The lights were farther away
than we thought because it took us
eight to ten minutes to get ciose
enough to where the lights had a
pattern (our ground speed was over
three miles per minute), about 15
or 18 miles away. 2t that time, due
to the circular pattern of lights, |
got the impression that possibly twa
ships were tied up together and that
lights were strung between them
for either transferring cargo from
one to the other or that one was in
some kind of trouble,

"1 asked the navigator to check
his ship plot. He replied that there
were no ships plotted in this area
and that we were not cilose to the
shipping lanes anyway. The radio-
man also went on the air to the
weather ship, which verified that
- there were no ships in the area.

"Since it was time for Lt. J.'s crew
to relieve us, | had the plane captain
awaken them. When Lt. J. and Lt. M.
came up forward, | pointed the lights
out to them. Their only comment
was that it had to be a ship because
it was on the water and we were
overtaking it fast. By this time, we
were five to seven miles away; it
was about 30 degrees to our right;
and we had to look down at about a
45-degree angle. The lights had a
definite circutar pattern and were
bright white.

“Suddeniy, the lights went out.
There appeared a yellow halo on the
water. It turned to orange, to a fiery
red, and then started moving toward
as at a fantastic speed. turning to a
bluish red around the perimeter.
Due to its high speed, its direction
of travel and its size, it looked as
though we were going to be
engulfed. | quickly disengaged the
autopilot and stood by to push the
nose of the plane over in hopes that
we could pass under it because of
the angle at which it was ascending.

pror sawd, T s w

N ohalter ol secomds.”

sdepedd oo R ebpect e

white keat and thiowme «
Hohad whid Lopeared o co o
Lights on the feithand side. 1y
houncing off the end, s
Asothe object began pais

Ladin, e pilop radioed o0

T e 1y, A A

~ e e T O
St b o S & i 1A

The reiief crew was standing behind
us; everyone began ducking and a
few heads were hit on objects.

"It stopped its movement toward
us and began moving along with us
about 45 degrees off the bow to the
right, about 100 feet or so below us
and about 200 to 300 feet in front of

us. It was not in a levei position: it
|

June 1973

by intelligence officers. It was
obvious that there had been many
sightings in the same area. . ..
Subsequently, when we arrived in
the United States, we had to make
a full report and | found out a few
months later than Gander radar did
track the object in excess of

1,800 mph."

intereept radar failed o pick
but Haloveo sighred it about 1e
Balocco, o veteran of 330 jet roves
and LO0G tiying hours, said visonoiy
wis s good that from 20008000 teet o
Washington he could see the 7 bis
Nortolk and the Cherry Point Bea,on
He had the object in sight thoee or
four minutes.
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During the past century

host of other names. .

Exactly what happened to the lhips and airceaft s not,
known. Most disappeared without a trace. Few distress -
" - flight. Though advanced, it was still training. Even the "~

-most “experienced” pilots make mistakes

calls and little, it any, debris ugnlled their
disappearance,

Size of the triangle is dictated by whoever happens to

be writing about it, and consequently what ships and the

Vincent Gaddis, credited with putting the triangle “on
the map” in a 1964 Argosy feature, described the
. triangle as extending from Florida to Bermuda,

southwest to Puerto Rico and back to Florida through
- the Bahamas. Another author puts the apexes of the
‘triangle gorgpwhere in Virginia, on the western coast of

Bermuda and around Cuba, Dominican Republic and -
Puerto Rico. Sizes of the areas described range from

500,000 to 1.5 million square miles.
Whatever the size or shape, there mpposedly is some

. inexplicable foree within it that causes ships and plnnu .
" -, 'were present, After this Mariner disappwed. Navy :2on-
grounded all others..

to vanish,

According to Rlehud Wlner. who recently eompleted :

a TV film documentary on the area, one “expert” he
interviewed claimsthemissing:hipl and planes are still

there, only in a different dimension as a result of a -
magnetic phenomenon that could have been set up by a .

- UFO (Unidentified Flying Object).

Wmerilcummlywmingabookonthembjectnd ,'
_ haatraveledmonofthomainhiluslbout.lleconfm .

he "never saw anything unusual.”
- Winer's TV program dealt mostly withtha strange.
disappearance in 1945 of five Navy TBM Avengers with

14 fliers who flew from Ft. Lauderdale into the triangle .

never to return. A PBM Mariner with & 13-man crew
_was sent out to search for the fliers. It too, never
" returned.

Fewhmmuydn.im.u:h.upmdmu{-

mystery, but many are content to attribute the loss of

Flight 19 10 some mysterious source, like UFOs. Michael
McDonnel did do some digging. In an article he wrote” . |
for the June 1973 edition of Naval Aviation News he " -
* sugyested the most realistic answer to the loss of Flight -

19 was simply, that after becoming lost, they ran out of
" gas. Many question thay possibility by asking, “‘How
could such experienced pilots get lost? How could all the
‘compasses be wmng"'

N

EXTEN
lill?
i;a

more than 50 ships and 20
aircraft sailed into oblivion in the area known os the-
* Devil's Triangle, Bermuda Triangle, Hoodoo Sea, or a

L) e -
1 méﬁéhm g
13 2SS

' Hﬁﬁhﬁawﬁﬂmgw.wmaﬂ

" compasses could poesibly maifunction. Actually, man's

knowledgeofmgnmmhmned.Weknowhow live -

with it and escape it by going into space, but, we renily

‘don'tknowwhnuactlyntu. .

As for the pilots’ experience, l"'li:ght 19 was o tnwung

Mcnonnamndudahumaemmm_,,' '

':.“Formet TBM pilots that. we questioned express. the .-
number lost depends largely on which article you read. . ..

opinion that the crew of an Avenger attempting o ditch . . -

.- at night in & heavy sea would almost certainly not
- survive the crash. And this, we feel was the case with

Flight 19. The aircraft most probably broke vn on - -

The PBM Mariner was specifically designed. as a

“rescue plane with the ability to remain nloft for 24 hours.
‘But, the Mariners also were nicknamed “flying- gun

-impact and those crewmen who might have survivea the .
" crash would not have lasted long in cool water.” .~ -

tanks™ by those who flew them. It was ¢ommon fsr a
pilottouard:theummembmheimeachﬂ.;h:.ar .

matches or cigarette ligiters because gas fumes. wlian

Another mysterious diuppennnee that baﬂlu«.-'}

_researchers is that of the S Marine Sulphur Queen. .

Bonnd for Norfolk, Va. from Beaumont, Texas, the- ..
tanker was last heard from on Feb. 3, 1963

_whenuhamuﬁnelymdloedhuposnlon.mm

placed her near Key West in the Florida Straits..

. Three days later, Coast Guard searchers found. & - .
swlitary life jacket bobbing in a calm sea 40 milesr

southwest of the tanker's last known position. No cihier
been found. .

Theahuneeo&bodieanght be explained by the fact:

' dgndthemhsinghnkerorhuS%mnmhnm--» R

that the waters are infested with sharks and barracuda.. -

As for the tanker, she was carrying 15,000 long tons of .
. mohten sulphur contained in four metal tanks, each

heated 10 275 degrees F.hunheuby.nmufm, o

connected to two hoilers.

No one knows for sure whether she blew up, but itise.

pouibllity. If gas escaped from the tanks and poisoned -

the crew, the radio officer may have not had time to send

a distress call before being overcome. The slightest spark |

- could have set the leaking sulphur afire in an instant.

Writing in the Seamen’s Church Institute of New

o V.Yorkl magmne. The l.oolmut. Paul Brock said lhat

11




- olfmonaﬂsndurﬁﬂag&nmaboat“w'mdw

Coast Guard that their freighter ran into a ‘strong odor’
- 13 miles off Cape San Antonia, the western tip of Cuba,

just before dawn on February 3. The odor was ‘acrid’ ™.
* Brock lpeullatu that they could have mmelled the -

fumes coming from the Sulphur Queen “floating

- somewhere over the bonzon. her crew dead and her_

cargo blazing.”
Queen had a history of battle failure. He said that

“dnnngthepreeedmg 11 years, three-T-2s had split in’

half.” Brock also cites & case in December 1954 when a
converted Navy LST, the Southerm District, was

heading up the North Carolina coastline when she
disappeared without & trace or distress call. Her cargo ,

was powdered sulphur,

Oneo!themoatee!ebuteduormofDmll Trhngle o
victims, is that of USS Cyclops which duappeared in

Marcl: of 1918.

In his television program, Richard Winer !ndiuted l_

- the captain of the Cyclops was rather eccentric. He was
.. reputedly fond of pacing the wearing a hat,

" a cane and his underwear, Prior to the Cyclops -
disappearance there was a minor mutiny by some -
members of the crew which was promptly squelched by
the captain and the.perpetrators were sent below in - .
irons. None of this resily offers a clue to what happened
‘10 the collier Cyclops, but it suggests something other -

than a mysterious force might have led to her doom. .
According to Marshall Smith writing in Cosmo-

politan, September 1973; “theories ranged from mutiny
at sea to a boiler explosion which carried away the radio

“shack and prevented any distress call.” One magaxine,

~* Literary Digest, speculated that a giant octopus rose
from the sea, entwined the ship with its tentacles and -

12
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dnggedhmthobom}\nothudmmthnlh.
nhipmddenlytumedmnleha&eakmmpph;dl"-

Fifty years Inter, novelist Peui Gallico uséd the idea a3

~‘h°mforlnovelealled'l1mPowdnAdmmwhieh >
_. was made into a successful movie in 1972, -~ -

Cyclops was assigned to the Naval Overseas-Trans-

: tion Service, which became the Naval T\ :
According 1o Brock; T-2 tankers like the Sulphur pora " h the Army Transeor

tation Service, which merged with the Army Transport .. :
Service to become the Military Sea Transportation -

. Service and then Military Sealift Command. When she- .
- sailed shie was loaded with 10,800 tons of manganese ore-
bound for Baltimore from Barbados in the West Indies.

Information obtained from Germany following World
War I disproved the notion that enemy U-boats or mines

" sank the Cyclops. None were in the area.

Ancther story concerns the loss of .the noclear

- submarine USS Scorpion in the Devil's Trmngle Itis

impossible to stretch even the {arthest flung region of the )

- triangle to include the position of the lost sub.

Truth is, Scorpion was found by the MSC ocean-

- ographic ship USNS Miza# about 400 miles southwest of

the Azozes, nowhere near the Devil's Triangle. its loss

was attributed to mechanical fulm. not some damic

denizen of the deep. :
Theremliterallythomandlo!camof louship-ever .

since primitive man dug a cance out of the trunk of atree - -

and set it in the water. Why all this emphuia on the A

“Devil's Triangle? It's difficult to say,

It would seem that,. hiatoncally, whenever man was - :

unable to explain the nature of the world around him,

the problems he faced were said to be caused by gods,

- demons, monsters and more recently. extu-termtnal

invaders. .
Before Columhnl set nll nnd Iound the Amerieu. it
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far west, you would fall off the edge. That reasoning

prevails concerning the Devil's Triangle. Since not

. . enough scientific research has been done to explain the .
. phenoménon associated with the area, imagination takes -
_over, UFOs, mystical rays from the sun to the lost

Continent of Atlantis, giant sea monsters and super

. natural beings are linked to the mysterious duappeu-

. ances in the triangle.

To someone unprepared to take on the immense work

of scientific research, supernatural phenomenon make
for an easy answer. But, it is amasing how many super-

natural things become natursl when scientifically -

investigated.

'I‘herenreannmherofnatunl !nreuatworkmtho' :
areaknowuntheDevﬂnTnangle any of which could, -
if the condxtiomweuright. bnngdownlphneoumtl

ship.

Many reputable scientists rdun to talk to anyone
concerning the Devil's Triangle simply because they do
not want their good names and reputations ulociated
with notions they consider ridiculous. :

One expert on ocean currents at Yale University, who

asked not to be identified, exploded into laughter at the
mention of the triangle and said, “We confidently, and

wnhom. any hesitation, often go to sea and work in that
area.” Another scientist refused to talk about it.
Atmospheric aberrations are common to jet age
travelers. Few have flown without expa'iencmg a
phenomenon known as clear air turbulence. An aircraft
can be flying smoothly on a belutdully clear

day—suddenly hit an air pocket or hole in the sky and

© drop 200 to 300 feet.

Lt. Cmdr. Peter Quinton; meteorologist and satellite

hauon offi fcer with the Fleet Weather Service at

Suitlnnd.Md.,uid. Youcaneomaupwithhundredso!

pouibﬂxﬁumdehborauonlﬂo!themmdtheneom

A_upwnhhundredsmwdhputuhoodmndom‘

“It’s al. statistical,” he said, “there’s nothing magical.. .

about it.” According to Quinton, the Bermuda Triangle - -
'ares is notorious for tnpredictable weather. The only
. things necessary for a storm to become a violent -

hurricane are speed, fotch (the area the wind blows over):
" and time. If the area is large enough, & thunderstorm can:
‘whip into a hurricane of tremendous Intensity. But
'A"hurnemucan usually bospomdhy metearologisis:
" using satellite surveillance. It is
" thunderstorms known as meso-meteorological storms -
- that they can’t predict since they are outside of normal
“weather patterns. These are tornadoes, thnndu'uum-
- and immature tropical cyclones.

the small, violemt- -

leycanoecnratmmd:lhﬂeming.

: dmupaza completely before they reach the shore. It s
 highly possible that a ship or plane can sail into whatfs .
considered & mild thunderstorm and suddenly face-a .

.. muo-meteorological storm of incredible intensity. -~

Satellites sometimes can not detect tropical storms it

L theymtoounlllmdiamm.orihheyoecurwhlhthe

satellite is not over the area. There is a 12-hour gap .
between the time the satellite passes over & specifie pant
of the globe until it passes again, During these 12 hours,

- any number of brief, violent storms could oceur.

Quinton said, ‘“Thunderstorms can also generate:
severe electrical storms sufficient to foul up communica-
tion systems.” Speaking of meso-meteorological storms,
which she dubbed “neutercanes,” Dr. Joanne Simpson,
a pmmment meteorologist at the University of Miami,
said in the Cosmopolitan article that *“These small
hybrid type storm systems arise very quickly, eapeemlly

.. over the Gulf Stream. They' are several miles in 3

13 "




dim.hdafﬁminMaafwmn&mdm_'.
" inexperenced sailor is looking for trouble out there. A

vanish. But they stir up giant waves and you have
dlnmnummgfromnﬂdireemm.'n\enm
- ‘can be devastating.”

Anexpeneneeduﬂorhernl! Dr Simpoonuxdon
. occasion she has been “peppered by staceato bolis of

. lightning and- smelled the metallic odor of spent

electricity as t.hey hit the water, then frightened by ball
lightning running off the yards.” Sailors have been

amazed for years by such hghtmng storms and static

electricity called “St. Elmo’s Fire.™
. Aubrey Graves, writing in This Week magazine,
August 4, 1964, quotes retired Coast Guard Capt. Roy

. Hutchins as saying, ' Weather within the triangle where
warm tropical breezes meet cold air masses from the

_arctic is notoriously unpredictable.” Y

“You can get a perfectly good weather pattern, as far -
as the big weather maps go, then go out there on what

begins as a fine day and suddenly get hit by a 75-knot
squall. They are localized and build up on the spot, bm

" they are violent indeed.” .
" Many boatnien, Hutchins said, lack nndmundmg of
the velocity of that “river within the ocean™ (Gulf -
Stream) which at its axis surges north at four knots,
*When it collides with strong northeast winds, extremely .
stiff seas build up.jultuinaninlet when theddn s

ebbing against an incoming sea.”
“The seas out there can be just indescribable. The

" waves break and yougeta vertical wall of water from 30

to 40 feet high coming down on you. Unless a boat can

. can not live.”

Last year, the Coast Gunrd answered 8,000 dlnrgu -

. calls in the area, 700 a month or.23 a day. Most

- problems could have been avoided if caution had been
- used. The biggest trouble comes from small boats

14

mnningomdmAmding.wzheComerd.'m'- "
small boateouldbeumkedintothepmpd!ab!gtmkgr -

. ar swamped in & storm and never be seen agsin..:

Amthuphemmemnmmoninthoreginn-hihe--.

"waterspout. Simply a tornado at sea that pulls water

from the ocean surface thousands of feet into the eky, the -
waterspout could “wreck almost anything™ said Allen
Hartwell, oceanographer with Normandeau Associates..

Hartwell explained that the underses: topography of

‘the ocean .floor in the area has somexinteresting-
- characteristics. Most of the sea floor out in the Devil’s

Triangle is about 19,000 feet down and covered with -
deposition, a fine-grained sandy material, However, as
you approach the East Coast of the United States, you
suddenly run into the continental shelf with: a water
depth of 50 to 100 feet. Running north along the coast is
the Guif Stream which bisects the triangle:carrying
warm tropical water.

Near the southern tip of the triangle lies the Puerto
-Rico Trench which at one point is 27,500 feet below sea- -
level. It's the deepest point in the Atiantic Ocean:and
probably holds many' rotting and dmying hulh ol .

- Spanish treasure galleons. .

Mmynrticluoomlngtheu'imglahnwmndothe |

. erroneous statement that the Navy formed: Project
. Magmet to survey the area and discover whether

magnetic aberrations do. limit communications with

- ships in distress, or contribute to the strange dxuppelr-
. ance of ships and aircraft.
take complete submergence in a large, breaking sea, she -

" Truth is that  Navy's PmJect Magnet - hu been-
mmngaﬂpvertheworld!ormonthani’ﬂym

mapping the earth’s magnetic fields. According to Henry

P. Stockard, project director, “We have passed over the
area hundreds of times aqd never notioed any unumnl

_- magmetic dmtlu-banwl.



" Also passing through the Devil's Triangle is the 80t

" 'meridian, a degree of longitude which extends south
~ from Hudson Bay through Pittsburgh then out into the
Triangle a few miles east of Miami. Known as the agonio

line, it is one of two places in the world where true north -

and magnetic north are in perfect alignment and
g eompau_‘ variation Is unnecessary. An in
navigator could sail off course several degrees and lead

himself hundreds of ml.lel away from his original -

destination. -

This same line- extends over the North Pole to the '
otherudeofdnglohobmmngapormdlhol’amﬁc -
" of sheer hokum, extrapolated to the nth degree. -

'Oceanuuollapan.
o Mnmthupmdthem!dwhmmy:mhm
" disappearances take place and has been dubbed the

*Devil Sea” by Philippine and Japanese seamen. Noted

foruunamthemhmndanddmgmby
Japanese shipping suthorities. Tounami , often erron-

eously called tidal waves, are huge wnvei created by .
underground earthquakes.. These seismic waves have -

very long wave lengths and travel at velocities of 400
miles per hour or more. In the open sea they may be only

. afoot high. But as they approach the continental sheif,

their speed is reduced and their. height increases

the continental shelf.

Quite a bit of seismic activity occurs off the nonhern- ‘ :
. shoreline of Puerto Rico. Seismic shocks recorded -

between 1961 and 1969 had a depth of focus ranging
" from zero to 70 kilometers down. Relatively shallow
seaquakes could create tsunamis similiar to those in the
Pacific Ocean, but few have been recorded. T

A distinct line of shallow seaquake actlvity runs

through the mid-Atlantic corresponding with the |,

{eatures of the continental -shelf of the Americas.

Somochhnmknowmmnboutontalpmthnn ;’

do about inner space, including the oceans. If that is- '

true, much information has yet to be developed -

_ conicerning the Devil's Triangle. As recently as 1957 a2

deep countercurrent was detected beneath the Gulf.

Stream with the aid of sub-surface floats emitting:
" acoustic signals, The Gulf Stream and other currents:

have proved to consist of numerous . dheonnected
filaments moving in complex patterns. -

Whathaﬂlddluptouthatthemajontyo!lhe :
supernatural happenings offered as explanations for the-
Devil's Triangle mysteries amount to a voluminous mass: .

Myumuamcmtedwnhthemmplenn!ul!ﬁtbe
history of mankind. The trulngie area happens to be one
of the most heavily traveled regions in the world and the -

greater the number of ships or planes, the greater thc e

odds that something will happen to some.

Seafarers and aircraft pilots also make mistakes:.

" Eventually scientists will separate fact from the fiction
~ dramatically. Low islands may be completely submerged . -
by them. So too may ahnp.uxhngnwtheeoutor a.bove :

concerning the Devil's Triangle. Until then, we can anly-
grin and bear the ministrations of madness offered by -

" triangle cultists,

If you happen to be passing through the transla while
reading this article, don't bother to station extra watches .
to keep a wary eye out for giant squids. Better to relsx -
and mull over the words of poet Henry Wadlwonh. '
Longfellow: . -

“Wouldst thou,"” so the helnunun mwend.

- “Know the secret of the sea?” -
Only those who brave its dangers,. S
Comprehend its mystery. . .., A

.o

Each holiday season the National Safety Council = .
.warns motorists by predicting how many will die on the-

.. nation’s highways. They are usually quite accurate, but,.. -
' no monsters kill people on. highways, only mistakes..

15
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" . taskmaster. An engine breaks down,

a {ire starts in one of the holds, or a
shallow reef rips the side out of a
. ship as if the hull were made of
~ paper. These and many other types
of mishap could make the crew of an
ocean-going vessel totally dcpendent
on their own skills and resourceful-
ness. Often, that is not enough.

There is a feeling of insignificance.

. and helplessness expressed by sailors
. who survive fires and accidents at
~ sea, plus an overwhelming gratitude
to those who helped save their lives.
Recently, crews of three chartered

or government owned MSC ships.
. came to the rescus of seamen in

- distress adding one more chapter to

lengomg men.
~ The twenty-ihird of April was 8
dismal day in the Marshall Islands
of the South Pacific. Winds were 30
knots and there were 12 foot waves

“with eight foot swells. Localized
uquallnhadcntvisibﬂhytoonly 200 .
" yards as the rain pelted anyone
the

unlucky enough to be out in

..~ weather.

LCU 59 (landing craft, utility) a

-~ World War II vintage ship given to
the Trust Territories following the .

- war, was making her way towsrd

" Maja Island from Eniwetok Inland

. carrying 60 tons of dynamite.

The Micronesian crew did their

'besttokeeptheLCUoneournn

the heavy seas buffeted the 120 foot

- craft. But, at approximately 6:30
;' am., the LCU was swamped and
", started to roll over.

The crew abandoned ship and -

" took to four liferafts. Using an ultra
‘high frequency (UHF) emergency

- transmitter, some of the men started

- sending distress calls which were
. picked up at the communications
" siation on Kwajalein Island: Kwa-
jalein radiomen notiffed an Army

16

'5. v Twad ANEY L adig
r\vfi&ﬁ' 3 Visiy & tand
atrcraft in the area that was div.erted' ‘ mskmg it diflicuh

'.tothepontionthemUmh&d

given.

was heading for Kwajalein wher the

master received a message from the -

island base to change.course and
pick up nine people in a liferatt.
Alter plotting an intercept course,
the navigator of American Racer
estimated they would reach the sur-

_vivors within three hours # they
‘continued at a top speed of 21.5

knots.

- An hour later, the American

Racer contacted the Army airceaft

- and learned that there weres four
" liferafts and 14 survivors instead of -
the story of the brotherhood of

nine. The survivors included a

".woman and baby. After learning of

their new. position, the navigator
estimated the Racer would reach the

‘rafts at 6:30 p.m.

Ar5: 20p.m..lhoAmerlmanu

crewpicked op the Army aircraft 11-
miles away oo the ship’s radar.
“Thirteen minutes later they sighted
the plane. The pilot flew directly
over the liferafts and turned on the -
-aircraft landing lights to show

American Racer the exact position of

 the lifeboats since they were hidden .
" by swells, - _
The American Racermhungn N

40 foot net over the starboard sida

. along with two Jacobe ladders, hoat -

ropes end heaving lines. Capt.
Lawrence Pagano maneuvered his
ship windward of the rafts and

drifted toward them. The aircraft -

crew informed the survivurs of the

captain’s intentions and at 6:12-
_p-m. the crew started helpmg the

survivors aboard,

“The only real p.roblun we had ”
said Captam Pagano, “was that ons
of the survivors was an 18-month-old
infant and quite naturally was

terrified and clutching his ‘mother,

At 2:30 p.m., the MSC-thartered
. C-4 cargo ship SS American Racer

get. him o
aboard,” o
‘““The problem was sol vad quickly ‘

- climbed down the pilot '2dder and -
passed the baby mm—to—man up to
the dec ‘ .

-The entire rescue took only 7.

" minutes, “No individusl did any.
" more than his routine job and it was -

8 beautiful ‘team effort,” said
Captain Pagano. ““Our greatest
-accomplishment was that there were
‘no injuries or loss of lile.” "
The captain prnised *he aireraft -
crew saying, "1 can't give enough =
credit to that Army plane. They were
“like homing -pigeons leading us
directly to the liferafts. Withont
them, finding the survivors in that -
sea would have been just dumb
luck.” :
According to Captnm Plgnno.. :
.when he related the story of the
"rescue to a Coast Guard official in
Hawaii, the man remarked, “It
"sounds like a smooth exercise drill!"” .
" .*And that's how we performed,” ' .
said Captain Pagano..*Heroics are .
. caused by foul-ups,” he said. “No -
* one had to jump over the mdetofight
"off- sharks; the men. performed as -
they had been trained to do and no.
one did anything more than what .
" was expected, including myself. The
erew worked like an —i!ecuve.-_
~ cohesive unht, and that's what we've
been training for.”

-In a second incident, the MSC-
chartered tanker, MS Falcon
‘Duchess, was eight days out.of Point
. Molate, Calif. bound for St; Croix in

the Caribbean via the Panama
- when she too received an urgent

- distress call—at noon on March 31.

The power cruiser Friendship was
proceeding toward Panama, but was -
_ losing {resh water due to an engine -
“failure. _
Friendship signaled that she had .

‘whent four able bodicd seamen =
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The ferty-four sources listed in nls 2iblicgraphy have been p.rsonall',r_ ‘
verified. While it is not an erha.us"i:n list of averything i» print e |
the subject, I believe it to ccataia She vest of the essential infocreae
tion that exists. Other scurces which eithsr repeset wiat bag already
been presented cr fa2il to cffer anytaing new ar2 a0t imaluded, My pri-

'mary objectives vere-to fisd vhatever wes.cbtaimshle in print about. the. L

Berouda Triangle, to learn if any genuine scieatific razearch has been .
dene or ig planned on the subjest, znd to collect ao..h the . factual and,

the bhearetica'l pateriala thet were availa.ble.

I would like to give credit to D, Blcmn and L. Xesne 6r the Arizcna

: cate University Library, who providﬂd a preliminaxry b*b._icg:apmr the . .7
.. Southarz Calirfornia Anszwaring Hetwork {SCAN); acd tas Escyelovasdiz SR .
- Britannica Research Service, which al.so _provided sm.rces of mrmtm. : .
* used in thiz bibliog:aphy : : T

Carol. ?. Stancil : ' i
Reference Sectice, College Id.bra.rr

- Items 1-16 Bookl Co

- 'Items 17-24 Periodical Art!.clas

« - Items 25-33 MNewspaper Articles .
" Items 34-h0. Correspendeses . - =~
. Items bl-lh  Goverrment Fublicatioms .

H 1 ) o . .. .:‘_. sl

LT ' - ¥ f ) - . RS s .
- ' * s L -,

. i=an Heritage- Pnsa, 1970, Caapter 13: ine Mystery of the Deadly

: .Bemu_n Triangle,” 175-189. Biblic;:apny. nlu:mnc‘.. :

 The chupter, one of the most int"est_-tg items cn tha aemuda 'l'r-!.a.agla,
.- l:“'l‘h lons possgibilities usu=lly fourd caly ia sciexce ficticn, such as

di..1nt°gretion r2ys frecm a 30,000 year 0lé Atlantean jower. plan"" and -

a "bole in the siy" where planes go in but 3o not ccze dub. Surgess
. propounds the theory that scze atmospzoriz aderratica is the ceuse of

the diseppearances, and he supports this with repoeris Irem people.who: .
have experienced violent turbulence in tre eres wnere taare was clea:;

~weather and no storm in sight. He explains that tae dspth of the:

ccean in the Bermuda Triangle (nearly 21,CC0 feet, cver thres n.‘..les)

- makes the s2lvage and recovery of sirien wreckega izpossible,  He cca=. .
- . cludes by mentioning some projects underway to inractigate. atmosph..ric
- aberraticng. The work is especially useful becsuse it is one of the .
fau sources that oﬁ'e:s any reasom.hl- exp‘.l.auticn.-_ : : Co

(n:e.*ro.a_c, Pcbert. Forgo ten !10*1:13. u“'-l ‘ork- '-.aL’se" ard Ccapa.ny,
1971. Chapter 3 T‘le B2rouda Triar le, TD. 31-37. ‘ )

Che of tha t'nw sources I have found w.-icn investizates such’ far-out

- pessibilitiaz as myths freo the second century ebout disappearing

s‘z.. 33 and Celtic legands aboub magiz lands is this: beez, waick also-.
ringzs vp the {dex of a diZferent chazlcal c"cposit"cn of the water in

. the .-3er-z.‘la Trinngle. Taa :-e:t of 1:12 ckagtey ccnsizis rostly of -

. L,

Bu:gess, Robert P. ‘Sinkings, Salvag es, and Shimwrecks. New. York: Ana:-:' , -

Ihiversity of amm. Los Angaz.e. BRI

.
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excerpts of newsgeper reports, but it is a w=critwinile source in that ib

. brings up.possibilities not mentlsned elseunars.

19: "sky Traps,” pp. 82-35.
. In a short chapter, the author, a former rad’s neus analyst, digcusses
. Flight 19 and the Star Ariel, Ho =masticn &5 =22

entitled "Sky Traps,  aad he mekes rno ccajaciuras.

. 3. 'Bdwards, Frank. Strargsr than Scierse. | iiew. TrTk: Stuart, 1959. fhmpter -

E- %
de of why the chapiar is ..

4. Gaddis, Vincent. Invigible Horizcns: True lirsisries of the Sea. Faila< . |

delphia: Chiltea Book Company, 1535. Caaster 13: 'ime i-iangla of

Death," pp. 173-189; Notes, pp.,232-233.. Biblicgraphy. Illustrated. .

Mr. Gaddig is -th'e mdét ﬁuoted s;ourcs. on thé Barpuda. ‘i‘rianglh,_ and he

... wvas the £irst writer to collect date cu the subject.. While offering no’
., explanstions for the mysteriocus aberraticns t=at have takea place, hizs -

- research provides excellent documentation ccncerning the losses at sea,

‘giving case histories of scme twenty airplanass and ships that bave vane ' _.

' ished in the area. .

" 5. Godwin, John. This Baffling World. Iew York: Yart, 1568. "The Fosdeo.

.t Sea,” pp, 235-25G. Illustrated. (Also, New Zork: Bantem Books, 1973. - .

Paperback. Volume 2, pp. 105-13%.) A newstarer article taken from the

- chapter containg essentially the seme inforration: "They Never Came----. -

Back frem the HooDoo Sea,” Chicego Tribune #azazine,. Vazch 19, 1559,.

" P- 60. (Also availoble from Encycloraedis 3ritannica, LibraryRossaped |

- ‘Service.) y,

In @ well-illustrated and documentsd study of vanishsd planey end ships,

Mr. Godwin wakes the point thaj rszeatediy; i geod weether and day-

.light, people erd their creft dizazszer in txe same area without traes, .-

and that geveral offlcal bearig of inguiry ceanot zuess what happemed -

to them. He ccmpares the Bersufs Trisngle wizh other places where un~ -

" usual occurrences have teken place, and coacludes that "paencoars va.
knoin to today's science" must exiss. ' - :

. 8. ‘Jessup, Morris K. The Case fdr tta ’_?50; f{éi: Tork: The Citadel Press,

1955. -Part III: "History Speaks--Llseppearing Ships and Crews,” po, -

119-133; "Disarpearing Planes," ro. 152-167.'_

| While 1t never specificelly memticns the Ber—wde Triangle, the book - -
discugses several of the losses thas heppened there. Jessup's prewise -

" " 1is that intelligent life frea spacs "kidnaps™ tomen beirgs faor “study,.
- feod, Or expericents...” The auther is deserisad ag."a noted astronse
o omer,” A1l sorts of anczalies are f=siudad tc support his theory, and .
' hlg explanaticn is shared by others wiln whem he bas spoken while
" . writipg the book. ' ' . o S

1955. Chapter 19: "The-Vanisning riznes,  po. 253-299. © |

' Th2 boo't suggests thel the Flight 1) 2irslizes vere "gravhad® and
1silerr Zrez zpzze, who patrol 4he sarth in

© 7 gratehed sut of the sky Ly v

7  Keyios, (Major) Domald B Flying Gauser Ccnsti.-acy.. dau Tork:. Hait, oy

. .
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. The. book supgests. that tha Flight 17 etrplanas.uera Ypzabbed” and .
snatched out of the chky Ly visitors Sroz. space, who patrol the an-+h ip _
. flying saucers, in order to study ihaa. A ratired Marina Major, Xayhoa
"+ Intervidus sevaral pilcs 2zl uther 2zople, aal discusseg the nilitary
implicatlons of the situvatiom., - : CL : ' Co
A

8.'. Sanderson, Ivan T. Invisible Resid=:ts:. & Disaufsitdon uoon Certatn-. .
: Mattars Maritime, and the Tossibilitv of Incellimant Lifs undar the
Waters of This Earth. Naw York: . Yorld Publiscirm Co., 1970. Chapter = -
8: “An Eighth Mystery: Tha Dercuds Triangle,” po. 115-142; notes and . -
- references, pp. 189-239, Sse alss chapter 13: A Suggestion = Undegxe
- Water Civilizatisns,™ pp. 189-203, a~d caapter 15: ™A Concept = Who and .
Whera are the OIETs?" pp. 204-216. o : L o

' Ivan Sanderson hasds an orgainzetizn known as the Soclety for the Ine . -
vestigation of the Uuaxplained, and he {g. the author of nunercus books,. .
" acong them several on the subject of Us0's; missing persons, and othsp - o
... related anomalies. This book .13 "Dedicated to our publishers, for - ,
* .- having tha guts to publich it." He presents in it a historical account -,
of unexplained disappearances of ships in the Eermada Triangle, ‘to sup= . -
. POrt and endorss tha argumeat that there {3 no known natural cause of - -
the losses. ' He refers to OINTs, which is his expression for "othar -

N . intelligencies” on ea-th, avd suggests that their activities are pos~

e Ty et e P

.

-y e

sibly responsible fo- tha disappearazzas; how,. why, and where are mot _ .
. clearly explained.  The chapter cectaias a useful list of lost or nis— o
sing ships and ships found deserted f= the Berzvda Triaogla from 13450 i
to 1969, siving dates, names, and nuchers of pavsons adoard, It is, _
~ a3ain, onz of tha feow sourses which offers az wi=d of explamation for
tha events which have taken plaze. = S : '

9. Spencer, John Wallace. '.Lizhy of tha Laze. Hescfiel&, Hane.s ?ﬁﬂliﬁs
o Publisking Co., 1955. (Paperkazk.) AR .. , :

In this book, which 1g entirely devozed to. t!'+ Sermida Triangle aystery, -
tha euthor, a "former invescigator for tie worii famous Mationsl Invas—
tigations Coromittee on Aerial Pl.enszapa,” givas thersuch Teports on
. losses of both plznns az? shine, s=! discusses such thosries as pizacy .- -
..+ - avd sea momstare.. Tha Sarsaans Sea iegend iz explained, and appandices
list the names c¢? parssna »ho kore Mhuex lost iz the Berruda Triangla, . -
- A factual and wall-lursdozozd plass, the book presents evidazce shas a - -
- mystery exists, tut duc, oot vaally offc> an expluantion. . e e

1938. "Unsolved Riddle,” :p. 121-130,

10, Steﬁrt.' Oliver.  Demesr in tha Af:. Nz York:: ?.h:.'.lcsopﬁical L:lbr_a.ry',:_ )

‘The author, concerned with the loes {a the Bermds Triangle of thz Brite -~
ish Star Arisl, a larpa aireraft oris. tiealy parscas aboard, carefully -
. ezanines avery possibLiiity to explain the Clzappearance. e concludas -
only that 1t is a "Laffling oystery” and that it “seens it will pevas be
_golved.™ Tha plane, £lying In perieat wreathar o a routine flighes, -
disagpeered, leaving Scohind no trose or distrass n2ssagza. .




1l. Titler, Dale.. Uings of lfystery: R1dd
. Dodd, 1966, -Chapter l4: "The: 1}9:& ¥ o

2dlas’ of Aviacion Higtory. tew York: _
ry of. Flig“— 12," op.. 254-271. A IR T

Mr. Titler discusses one of the =os: famous of tha Barnuda ;riangla ,
disappearancas, that of £ive Yuavy olanes and tranty-seven £liers in
1945, as well as some of the other lossas. Ile refers to the "Threat
of "The unpredictable whims of this sirange fosce' responsible for the
disappearance, but like the U.S5. Pavy ha concl"4es tha: “thara are no .
conjectures.¥ : L : ‘ L
12.. HilLins, Harold T. Strangze Mvsteries of Tize a-“I Snace., MNew York: The
tadel P:esa, 19;8. Po. 135-15 3 o T
LY Coe L
!r.'lilkins states in his preface tﬁa: 1n.urit.ng this hook.he "...has - ..
found thac it is essential where pessible, to visit fu persoa the 1oca-
. tion of the mystery." He seems to have done this.. In discussing the .7
. Bermuda Triangla, he puts forth the ldea chat undervater vortices, RS
'"Anti-cravity warps." or wagnetic distuxbances may be tesponsible. L

oy 2

ON THE CERISTOPHE& COLUHBUS STOT!... X L
c A matter frequently meationed -in- discussions of the Beruuda Triangle is
. the account of the experiences of Christopher Columbus in 1492. These -
- are supposedly the first reports of strange hajppenings in the area. f;
Vhile many itews in this biblipgrashy mention che story, the following o
two may be counsidered the pr.mary sources. ' .

. : PR
P . . .
B LA R R ST
o _—— PR -

13; Co1umbus, Cbristoph,r.' Journal of Tirsr © ro Anerica. héﬁ Yozl
' Albait & Charles Boni, 1974. P. 9 (Szptezber 15 h) th'ough p. 11 (Sep-_'p'
tenber 17th). : o : ' '

—en

'Lﬁ.A Irviug, Wash? ingtoa. The Life and “O?‘EES of Christooher Calumbus. deﬁ "
: York: Bedford Co., 1890. Chapter IIl: “Con:iruation of “tha Voyage = "
- Various Terrors of the Senmen," po- 90-191. e

AJD COhC'R”IﬂG 14 SAPGAS e} SLA...

- Located batween 20° gnd 30° north latituée and 38° and 60° west. lougi- -
.~ tude 1s a huge tract of seaweed -xnom as the Sargasso Sea. Myths and | .
. legends abound -conecerning shins trassed and lost in the sesweed peadow,
. sea monsters, and strange creatures found in the area.  Since it is .o
sonetizes memtioned in discussions of the Berruda Triangle, even though
it is not in the sama area, tha Eollowing tvwo - ‘tqns are 1ncluded. =

"13. 'Donnell Ellio:t. Stranpe Sea- Ivsua:ies.- Lcﬁdon. John Lane, 1975...:—f
~ Chapter 41: The Sa rgasso Sen,' B3, 207-’71.

: 16. Snow, Eduard Aove. brtolvnd ystezias of Ses azd Shore. - Wew York' Dogg,u :
Maad, 1943, Chaptec LG "SarPus ~Ses,” 2p. L?a—l 1. - T T

' PLQIO?IC&L ARTICLES

17, M"larmuds Triadsle Devisicad,” ALl ‘lasd gy The Turaa of Naval ?érsaénéll',' ‘

UL AP SLA I SIS L P e s St
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Caresr Publicacion, No. 641 (Juma, 1$70), c. 51.

" Tha editor of the magszina checked with the eval History Divisiza in .
response to a letter from a reeder concerniny the Aer=uda Trlangiz, and .
- reports that “Its notoriety ig iargely the wazulr of drpmatizazion,,. .
‘the accidertt (or disappearance) ratz im the Triangle is no highar than-
. .that of any other area uith equally heavy air aad sea traval.® . HEa adds -
. that "The Navy considars the casa closad.” o : -

M R R e e | ey pas—
| .

. 18, Chacce, Paul. "Parapsychology Is an Idea thosa Tire Has Come." ?sﬁcho-.'ir
.. " lomy Today, VII (Octaber, 1873), pe. 105-122. -

o AT

The article, subtitled "A coave}sation with Stanley Krippner about pre—,
cognition, psychokinesis, clairvoyance, telesathy, Rirlian and psvehie..
. 'photography, and the Sernuda Triangle," discusses natural vortexes and .- ..
| defines them as locations "where people and other living things and . = -
.- cbjects do not behave as they ordinarily would." Mt. Shasta is named
" as one example and the Bermuda Triangle as arothar, Krippner says thae
' they have never been scientifically srudied, bue perhaps will be stud-
ied in tha furure devalopment of parapsycholczy. SR

.19, ‘Eckert, Allau W. "The lystery of the Lost Patrol." . The American Legfon. .
.= - 7. Magszine, LXXII (Aoril, 1962),.pp. 12-13, 39-41. . . .. : S

' The writar's account of Flight 19 includes the tracscript of the fimal <. -
r2dio communication, which contains a waraing that somathing had unae -
wrong, if not a real distress signal, Also iz:luded is an lnterview -

. with a commercial pilot on his raactions to the Zercuda Trianglae iz

.- appearances. ST P ' ' ' '

—.r gt oy Y ¢ W T R T T FBELAT s iy i e

120, Gaddis, Vincest. “The Deadly Bermuda Tricazle.” Arsosv, CCCLVIII (Febe -
ruatry, 1964), .pp. 29, 116-118. Raprinted %a Flvine Saucer. Raview, X

The article was taken fYom the auchor's Invistsls orizons (cited above )
as item 4) and it coatains essencially the sz=2 informacion. It ls also
available from Encyclopaedia Britaesnica, Lisrary Ragearzch Servica.

21, Miller, J. Earle. "Mysterias of the Sea." DPooular Hechanics, XLVI

The article discusses the Cyclops, as well ag several othar nissiaog. .

ships from all over the world. It suggests that the loss was caused by -

a fault in construction that causzed it to sink, which was discovered. -, .
" . whea an accident at sea happened to aﬁridan:ical sister ship whizsh =~
‘ finally made it back to port, ' I I

22, "The ilystery of the Cyclops." Sciereific Asartean, CL Q(fay, 193%), .
' PP. 272-273. ' . - o e .
'_Ouécing-an af:icle from.the ﬁag#zi:é Our Yavr, this i:eé_offers the '”:‘

- 'proposal that the Cvzlons was ta:an over and sink by nutinasrs, zoaw e
. prised of ex-convicts and thugs uia Joined he.lawy duriag cha =y ta
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23.

-2,

.avoid the Afm? draft.

auderaou, Ivan T. "Tha apreadiag ,s. Ty b‘ .z 3

Txc auchot of Invisible Ras*den:s revorts: thar t“nra are six n 5 on
the earth, all located in a gecmatrical patt:rq over, various oc~'-,, ’
whare ship and eirplane disappearances, such 23 those in the Bar*uda S
Triangle. occur with reyulari:y. ': . ) o S e

'_Smith Marshall. 'The Devil 8 "rians;e.” Coézoédlitéh; CLXEVQ-SEpteaA -

"Hr. Smith reports the circumstances of the lossas in tha Betmuda Tri- _ffé)

angle which cause them to be such a nystery, and divides tha "thecries:

' 'of explanacioa" into threes- categories:. The Atlantis myth, the concept ..

of wagnatic space warps in the sky, and the flyirg saucer theory. He
discusgses the idzas of many Miami personalities, who claim some Lnow—

ledge and understanding of the sitwation, and the tastimony of othars

. who have had experiences there {s included. This interesting arricle -

examines some new explauatians and events. :

HEHSRAPSR ARTICLES

26,
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- 25! Cocoa, Plorida. Today, - uay 20, 19_73 . DL my_'c:;:.-_fk._.'_’ﬁah’ Harx Fol—- -

lows Lure of Sunken 1reasure;f

,Thﬂ article concerns the adventuras of & civer ;“o has searched Zex -
years for a treasure—laden Spanish gallaon thas sank in the Bermmda
Triangle in 1653. He finally found it, and reistes some of the strange .

: events tha: hava happened ‘to hin during his search aﬁd salvaoc oyo-ation-ﬁ.

-

Los An"a‘es, California. Los Aﬂ?eles T -ﬂs-' Sesteabar 6, 1973, part A-1,

p. 6, "Disappeara1ce of USS Czclona 5:411 a J*ste:v A‘ter 55 ?ears."

_Basic 1nror=at1on anout tha Cvcloos is recap*tu-a.-d in this article,' -

which rafers to the rocent search. ‘bagun by David Dawas for the wreckage,’ ‘

aad maations some attampted theories and pran“s, such as Eaka notes in

_ bottles from supposed survivnrs.;.

Miani, rlorxda. ‘Hiaml herala. Septe_beé 17, 1330, p. &%. (Sunday iasa-i"

zine Saction.) E. V. . Jones. "?nu“d-up of Barm:da Irﬁangle Disap-
pearances.” iap. : N

'Tha hu*horldescribes five diffarentc Bﬂrnnda Tr*acgle losses, tha articla "
includes a map showing the routes of ships and olanea uhich disappea:ed. '

. Rew York, The Pew Yorl Tlﬂes

A 1013 list of a*tiﬁles, al*ost dntifély‘broés releases concerniny :..,
vacious disappesrances, can be readily compilad by coasulting the Hew ‘
Yor's Tines Tndsy under the heading 'Sqips - Jccidents” and "Alrp) _nas.-___




- Acoidento" and under the names- of ind*vidual §hips oY airpoaaos. '&&.-:
_’ccapl*ta list of nanss and dntes can ba found iz Sacdarsoun, itz 8
above.) lost of thiem.are news raports aad 4o not :en:_on thae Zaroula

Triangla speoirioally or naao conjacfures. T . _
3 2'9. ‘Sea Diego, Califoraia: -San ningo Uaton. Juna 23 1973. . 6. "911229,;';
-~ . Bulk?. Mystety Lurks in Hurky Hater.” N A

- A vet_red Navy" diver ia convinced that he bos loca:od the wreck of tha el
.. Byelops off the coast of Virginia; salvage oparciiorns are to taka place - .. -

. under the dirsction of the Navy. The unusual Zesizn of the Cyclans: R
-, makes it readily distinguishable. The au:ho:::i.s bope that.the mys= BT

: tory of its loss can now be solvd&._ _ _ el

30;- Sao Diego, California Evening_rribuae. beoeuber 21. 1911, Ps Ai,:'"Ac-'f ,i :
o tion Line.“ o T | | L

A questiou and ansver' colunn, "Action.Lino" delivars a. sucoinc: nua
- factual summary of the Bermuda Trianglo situacion, fron 1492 to tho
. :ﬂ presen:._. _ ... - G
. _31. Santa Ana, Calitornia Regiater. Januaty 23; 1971; P. Als.. Robare.
T -Batta, "Countless Ships Vanish 1n Ber:uda Ir.angle "o ”. '

- = . "A strange thing happened to Christopner Columbus on his uay to diooovor .
" © Anerican,” begins this article, Wnich goes on to ralate an intezes:ing s
history of the Bermuda Triangle. The author comcludas that, for what 'j' N
litcle has heen foand the IOat craZt 2ay “'ﬂve sli;god off the edze of .0
. the world." . . o . ' : Lo

o3 ~Hhshington, D. C. Evening Srar. Augusc 2, zaaa, Pe 7. '(Thio Haak maga-~ _l':
' . . zine.) Leslie Lieher,'"Limbo of Losc Ships." - ' R

. The article discusses tha loss of tha U.S. so--'rine Szocalon in the B
- Bernuda Triangle. Lieber quotes a Yavy spokescar as saving, 'It's been |
~ a real nystary. .Nooody in the Navy sneers at chis zhing. Ja've aluays.
-~ koown there’s something strange abou: this Sarm:da Tr iangla. 3uk nobody
has ever found out whar it is. Tﬁere doesa’t ssem to be any pbysical
or logical reason...” : :

' .33. Washington, D. C. - The t:aishi_n, tou Poct. - Decasber 29, 1963, p. ET: ap -
" ‘(inaccurate). "Devil's Triangle Takes Grim Toll of Soi.boots c=osoing
It in Winter," in column. "Boat _oots...a.d Bagsy—r.nklo .

PR Winl:nr ueather conditions are treated in v..ha: :e:aorolog i1sts call r.ha
. "Devil’s Triangle,” where warm tropical 81r mastg cold aretic air, a.
‘region termed “notoriously unpradictadle.”  iccording to the author,.
that is ths only problem in travoling througa t=a 3armuda Trianzlo._'

*

CO1REJPOWDEFCE

'The following lec:ors wera reseived in raspo-sa £ an ad"a reisemane, -
reruesting that, If raadars had iﬁzo-h_:ion 9% thz Zerouda Tzd
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they get in touch with us; others wara'aﬁsuers to latters written to.
ageacias ashing 1f thay were aware of 2ny genuinz  eaientific raszasch

‘thet has been done or is planned ca the sudjis -:. and if they. cngla
sugnest any sources of infqrmation.

Departwent of the Mavy. Office of Iaforzasios. 2ésearch and Public
: -Inqui"ies Branch. hashlngton, D .C. ’0350 -

From this gouzce are available Fact Sheets on ?light 19 and thﬂ nglogs-

They are, apparently, the only statemeats tkat the Havy will make on

- the subjact. The lengthy raport of tha Boars of I1vastigation concerning
‘the loss of Flight 19 is also available on mi:ro:ila for $9.80.
- ' HWrite to: Deaspartment of the Havy, Director aE “aval Ristory, che .
Z'Pentagon, Uhshing:on, D. c._ 20350. :

) q~35. . Harrer, Guscave A., Director. University of Flar‘*a Libraries, Gaines—

ville, Florida.

; Hr. Harrer. conttihuted a nawspaper ar:icle concarning the Barmuda Tri- .

angle, and sent a note to say that he owas a plana, often flias cver L

. 'the area, and has never cbserved anvthing out of the ordinary. '
National ceographic Society. Hhshingtou, D C.: 2”036.

- The Society has 1ssued a two-page release as a Yational Geoqranhic News. ..

Bulletin, entitled "Bermuda Triangle Adds.to Rafflicg Sea Lorae" (no.

' date), and an article on the subject in che Hazional Geosraohie School
Bullatin, entitled "Maritime Zone Spins Mystery,"” dated Pebruary 20,-

—————

1968, (Also available from Encyclopasdia Britzraica. ) Bsth ara iat

ssting articles that briefly summerize the story. Copies are nvailablg :

.- by writing to the Society. No. articlag oa the Jerouda Triangle have

appeared in the magazine itself, and they vere uoable to ;ell ze 1F any'_
study has been done. : . . '

Smithsonian Institu:ion. "ashingtan, 2.C.  20550.' Ateas Assistgnt Sec;'f'_u

retary for Pablic S’rwics.

. One of the more intares:ing responses came fraz the Saithsonian’ s Assis~ . ..

tant Secretary for Public Service, vho. wrote cthat de had juestioned _
several of the institucion's scientists, all of whom wera awara of “tha
8232" and wers agreed "that no docuzenczed evidsaca proved that more
planes and ships disappearad in this area than in any other. It is a,

' roman:icized ‘airy tale 11Le the Abozi.abla Taowrzen, said cne scientis:;" o

.Society for the I1yasti~atlcn of the "“23?-a1“aa.' R.D. 1, Coluﬁhia; Heu'f .

Je.aey 07332,

The orgaﬁization found°d hy Ivan Sa1de'son, now daceasgd, is headed by
his widow, who reports-that staff mambars of the Society ars investi- -

:gn'iwa :Ha Permuda Triamgle, but have no r:su-'s to re,ort :o data. :

v

oy .
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-"62. U S. Department of the. Navy. " Naval Oceanio Office. - Ptojeoc'ﬂegnet: o

o me DERDA TR mrcr.a:.' ¥ a:n:o".a:.o 3::;‘:3.,14.:'5'. e

39. U.S, Daoerfoeot'of Cozmerca. Natiorei Ooeanic sod Atﬁospho'io nd*iﬂ*scrap
-~ tioa. National Ocoaa Survay, Rockvilile, Marylaed  20852. Atta: '
. Seientizic Dsco eod Sa-vtoes Di-‘sioﬁ. T T

The LO&A tha DoSt helpful of the ~GVﬂrnaunt 2% sociss cousuleed Ta~
. sponded with a long factual letter which suzg-soed possible gources, -
of inEorna:ﬂon froa other governneﬂ. agencies. : .

40.. Me, Dudlay Glas; III, Atto:noy at Law. 437_Sou Cochren Avenuo, 'u;Sex-:.f'

:12 Los Angeleo, California 90035

Mr. Glass urote, in responaa to. an edvertiseneac, the: a rslativo of i
his was lost with the U.$.S. Dorzdo ia the Berzuda Trianzle.. As a.:

- member of the Navy's OEfice of Gezaral Counmsel, he was abla to:su;gast"”'::

:‘- possible sou:ces of infornntion.-

e oovmmmrr rnsum::ous | |
81, . U.S. Departnent of Comoarco. Hationnl Ooeaniz aod Atnospharie Aduinistta-,";;

tion Nautioal Chart Catalog. June. 1973.

“:;' Tho ageney providso nautical ohezts. !or $1 00-52 0o, o! :ht Bernudl e
.~ . . Triangle area, showing currents and other features. For a catalogus of e
o ’. those available, write to: - } ﬁetional_cceanio acd Atmospheric Adainistraﬁ_-»'

tion, Rookvillo, Herylend 20852.

Worldwide Airborne CGeomagnetic Surﬁe?s  w.d,

‘Sevaral sources mentioned a sciencific sovernean"pro*rah to study His-‘-;

' turbances at sea, especially thosa thought to he. caused by tha earth's
- magnetic f£ield, which 1s oftea said to be 'esponsibla for the Barrzuda. _
Triangle losses. Inforzation on tha progran is available from a pan—

. phlet published by the vy, Uriza to: U.S, ?aval O.esaographio Offi.e,,t

" Vashingtor, D.C.: 20373.

>'_43._'U S. Departaent of'the ﬂevy. Office of Infa _stion;-.“Befeu&aifrisngie: o

The Loss of Flight 18.1 H d.

A Faot Sheot issued by the Havy 3 ives offic.n‘ dac: on weachor.'equip-

ment, and events related to tha disaopearance of f£ive Mavy places im . L

the Bermuda Triangle. It states the official avy viawpoint: "The'
. evidence 1s insufficient to deter=ias exsctly vhat did happen.. Tha

:  flight was never heard from again and co trace of the planss fouad. It '

. 18 assumed that they crashed at sez, possibly after Timaing out of gas."
- Por a copy, write to: Department of :he havy, OE‘ice oi Infor:ahion. o
’ ‘Washinﬂton, Do C. 203500 .

.46; ¢.s. Departnenc of the Mavy. bf!ioo 02 inrofzo;ioo.ii“?ao: Shee:lforﬂ.:

Uo\)os- CVCIODSl N dn
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%%_. Acareful éxamination.

of the claim thatin “the-

Alternate world'smostdangerous
' , waters” ships, planes

and men mysteriously .
disappear = - .

- N Decnusnx 5, 1943, five Navy Avenger tor-

Jpedobombm'tooko&fmthg&ﬂhu- N I
s’ derdale Naval Alr Station on'a routine - |
patrol and were never seen again. Many surface-

vessels and even submarines are believed to have

likewise vanished somewhere within the so-called

Bermuda Triangle, an area in the Atlantic Ocean
bounded by Bermuda, Florida and Puerto Rico~ _
vanished without reasan, in good weather, without

_ sending distress signals and without leaving a trace.
Theories to account for these disappearances abound:

- -Space warps, seaquakes, even sea monsters and fy- -
ing saucers have been proposed. Lawrence Kusche

has gone beyond the fiction to examine wherever
possible the relevant facts. His findings, the result of

mare than two years of research, provide a rational . _
‘answer to many of the Bermuda Triangle’s baffling -

mysteries. ) - .
336 pages ¢ Line drawings, photographs, mape
(Publisher's list price: $10}
‘ PRICZETO VIEMBERS: $8.95
. ONEBOOK-DIVIDEND CREDIT GIVEN

~ byLawrence David Kusche' | /| .






